OBSERVATIONS 
UPON THE 


KEEPING 


Ts WK 
Thirtieth of January, 
A N D 


'Twenry ninth of M A Y. 


Ag Aorping yen z & lohsg4 /hing, 


Gal. 4. 10, 11- 
Te obſerve Days, and Months, and Times, and| 
Tears. I am afraid of you, leaſt I have beſtowed 


upon you labour in vain. 


—_—_—_— 


+7 \ 

By 7.6.6. i) 
y . oy Lo Var Hl 
DIL 


| LOND. 0 N, 
-| Printed, and. are to be Sold by. Ric. Baldwin, 
at the Ong in Warwick lane, 1694. 


_—c 


> ] 


MI--x 


row WHmwo© ©aAY9S 


{88 20 & | hs 


SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


Upon the Keeping the 


Thirtieth of Fanuary and RXIX® of May. 


VERY Thirtieth of Jaxuary doth yearly renew my 
Thoughts upon the occafion of the day : We ſay it 
| hath been appointed to be kept to mourn and hum- 
ble the Nation for the Death of King Charles'I. The thin 
© hath two ſeveral Apes, for either it looks upon the At 
ſame Men againſt the Living, or upon what others have 
done and do for the Dead; both which 1 take to be ill ;z the 
one, becauſe to me it ſeems Unlawful 3 and the other, as 
Contrary to True Religion. | 1 
I agree, the' Fa&t was an, Horrid Marther, Execrable,. as 
Black as:Words can make /it 3 neither am ignorant how 
Blood defiles the Land 3 what a loud and crying Sin is Blood- 
guiltineſs, according to other ſeveral cy. aprons in 
Holy Scriptures: - when all is ſaid, after Juſtice hath 
been executed upon the Guilty, after 45 Years there ought 
to be an end: It were better, ee. according to Charity 
and Chriſtian Prudence, to forget thoſe things, than to 
renew the Memory of them, ' which continues Diviſions 3 
for we know *tis too uſaal.on that day to hear from the 
Pulpit about thoſe who ſold him, of others that brought 
bim to the Block, and of thoſe who cut off his Head, which 
doth not reſtore to Life, nor remedy that which is paſt 5 


and only Exaſperates the ds þ of Men. This is too er 
| the 


7) 


*-AAs 1 7. 22, 


Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 
the Italian Cuſtom, to keep and ſhew Handkerchiefs dipped' 
in the Blood of thoſe that were killed, or ſuch like Tokens, 
vnly to infuſe a defire of Vengeance, and to make irrecon- 
cilable Enmities between Families and Parties ; after Ads of 
Oblivion for ſach things are paſſed, the Memory thereof 
ought to be forgotten. 

Such things do and muſt admit of a Preſcription, neither 
can I find any found reafon why fuck a Performance ſhonld 
be entailed upon us and our Poſterity 3 tis enough once 
for all, really and heartily to. have done, after that it dege- 
nerates into Formality and-Bigetici/z: (if I may fo call it 
T know amongſt us we have Men Zealons without Know- 
ledge, guided by Ignorance, and as thorough-paced in. 
their way as any Papiſt is in his, who know not how. to 
keep within bounds in many things they do; Every one 
knows the keeping of this day was enacted after a Revoln- 
tion, amidſt Heats and- Deſires of Revengefulneſs, -in ſome 
who looked/upon themſelves as having been ill uſed. by 
0thers.. | tv, S501 

The Order for keeping that day was brought forth with 
fome other things, which by and by I ſhall have occafion 
to mention 5 but becauſe I do not intend to infiſlt apon 
the Civil but the Religious part of keeping that day,” which 
is the principal thing of it, and as the taking away of his 
Life was an ill thing, ſo by the Grace of God I will ſhew, 
that every Year keeping a day on that account is as bad , 
f not worſe, in as mach as the Honour and Worſhip of God 
are therem concerned. £ 

What St. Paxl faith to the People of Athens in general, 
I may fay to ſome amongſt us in particular, in this thing, 
* Tou- are too Superſtitions : For I am ſatisfied we cannot 
without Saperſtition (whereof the very appearance ought 
to be avoided) keep an Anniverſary, or a certain' day 
every Year upon any Mans account,and on the fame day go- 
to Church, the place appointed only for God's Worſhip, 
there to hear a Sermon. preached on that Sabjec,. ay to 

ve 


Thirtteth of January and Twenty nanth of May. 
have aColle, Epiſtle and Goſpel; / yea ſuch' a; part of 
Goſpel taken out of a Parable wherein our Blefled Saviour 
foretells his Death, and this myſt be applied to a Dead 
Man. Nay, in that Service we pray to God he will be 
pleaſed to give us the Grace to-follow that Man's Charity 
and Patience ; farely in this we are too Superſtitious 3 now 
Time, Place and Service being appointed, next thing for 
us to do, will be fo Pray to him. 

Heathens had their Apotheoffs, of Men to make Gods 
after their Death 3 Papiſts have their Canonizations or 
making of Saints, but,I think our Ghurch ought to be 
free from ſuch Errors and Abuſes, without K gexders and 
Legends 4 I am ſure the beſt Reformed Churches beyond 
\ Sea admit of no ſuch things, let for brevities lake the 


Teſtimony of one ſerve for all, * We approve not of days * 


7 


Feſta autem 


dedicated to Saints, Would to God we had not ſo many its 4 


of theſe Relicks of Popery amongſt ns, fuch as the Purib- wn probemer 
cation of the Virgin, a Jewiſh Ceremony, Annunciation, Helv, Con- 
Conception, &c. All Saints, Michael and ll Angels, Inno- 7; + de 


cents, &c. which, as the already quoted Confeſſion faith, 


Þ have many things Abſurd, itiows, and not to be en- tlbidem habent 
dured. It way be made 2 queſtion, Whether God will 7774 
ever forgive it thoſe who ſo ſtifly retain ſuch things, and meque rote- 
oppoſe a thorough Reformation, keeping the Clogs of 792 


ſuch Superſtitions and Fopperies upon our Holy Religion, 
whereof the _ is thereby defiled: What St. Paul faith 
to the Galatians, 

leaſt I have beſtowed upon you in vain, may juſtly be 
applied to many amongft us. I know this enlargement 
will not be thought to deviate from our purpoſe. 

Bat we are not fatisfied of him to make a Saint, but a 
Martyr too, for that's now the Name given him the Martyr 
by Excellency: I confeſs here I am ſomewhat at a ſtand, 
to ſee ſuch a Name ſo much miſapplied 3 but before I 
proceed, | declare I charitably believe God ſhewed him 


Mercy, but withall 'tis not the Manner but the Caule of 


B 2 Death 


ou obſerve days, &c. TI am afraid of you, G1. ,. 10 11. 


* Als 7. 
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Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 
Death makes one a Martyr; I know ſeveral kinds of Per- 
ſwaſions have their Witneſſes and Martyrs, but for as, 
the Martyr who ſuffers for the Teſtimony of the Lord 
Teſus, he is the true Martyr, who loſes his Life for the 
{lake of Chriſt, for his Perſon, for his Attributes, for his 
Offices, for his Faith, ſuch an one was * St. Stephen, ſuch 
+ St. James, ſuch || Arntipas whom the Lord called bis 


(Rev. 2:13* Faithful Martyr, and many others after, for the ſame 


* Rev. 1. 10. 


Cauſe; and here by the bye, I muſt take notice how the 
Apoſtolical Church appointed no day, nor Rubrick, to 
remember or mourn for their Death, not ſo much as for 
that of our Lord and Saviour, nor of his Birth, only that 
of his Reſurreion the firſt day of the Week, which 
St. John calls the * Lords-day. 

But for Charles 1. he muſt be a Saint and a Martyr of a 
new Coining, but rather no Martyr amongſt true Chri- 
ſtians, except it be made to appear, that he ſuffered for 
the Teſtimony of the Lord Jeſas, though otherwiſe never 
ſo unjuſtly. Let thoſe who took away his Life be as 
Wicked as can be imagined, yet they were not profeſſed 
Infidels; his being a Chriſtian was not the Cauſe or Pre- 
tence of his being put to Death, the Pretence was (how 
true or falſe I dive not intoit) his following Evil Council, 
encroaching upon the Liberties, carrying on Deſigns for 
Arbitrarineſs, caſting into Priſon Men for refuſing tolend 
him Mony, raiſing Mony without Parliament, as in the 
caſe of Ship-Mony; for deſigning to bring in Popery, and 
ſuch other things as the whole Nation knows, which 
(the laſt excepted) were all of a Worldly Concernment, 
and no ways fit to qualifie a Martyr him who ſuffers for 
them. Asto this laſt I muſt ſay, in his time (whether or 
not of his own Contrivance I cannot tell) a Deſign was 
carrying on to reconcile us to the Church of Rome, whoſe 
Incereſt here did much thrive through the Queens Favour; 
the Perſecution of Paritans, the Prayer-book ſent into 
Scotland, bringing in Arminianiſm, ſetting up Crucifixes 
upon. 


Thirtieth of January, and Twenty ninth of May. 
upon the Communion-Tables, by them called Altars, as 
Miniſters were and are ſtill by the name of Prieſts, thus 
promiſcuouſly bringing in Names and Things; thoſe and 
many more were Evidences of the Project then in hand , 
which though it had been true, and carried on by the 
King, yet can never juſtifie the putting him to Death, no 
' more than his being-put to Death can prove him a Martyr : 
Suppole they were Murderers, muſt we be Blaſphemers? 
If they were Villains, muſt we be Idolaters or Superſti- 
tious? Is it a Warrant for us to do Evil, becauſe they 
did ſo? Tis very bad Logick, for after this we muſt follow 
evil Examples. After the Light of the Goſpel hath ſince 
the Reformation ſo clearly ſhined amongſt us, 'tis very 
ſtrange that ſome who might know better, have, as to 
the matter in hand, carried things fo far on in the way of 
Superſtition. 

A Medal of Biſhop Land, a Man ſo noted in his days; 
ſoon after King Charles's Reſtoration, was coined in the 
Tower (and conſequently by publick Authority) of which 
here are ſeveral and many beyond Sea with this In- 
ſcription, San; Caroli Precurſor, the fore-runner of St. 
Charles : Here the buſineſs is not minced, we ſpeak it 
out plainly, in Ex-gland we have our St. Charles as Italians 
have theirs, his name is entred into the Liſt- of Saints, he 
hath his day, only we have not builded him a Church, 
as is done for Charles Borromeo in Rome: But inſtead of 
that, he is owned as ſuch in every Church we haves 
!et Men honour his Memory, but not to ſuch a length as 
to run into-Superſtition, if not worſe, for there is no les 
than Blaſphemy in the caſe 3 in the Medal Biſhop Lad is 
compared to John the Baptiſt, and conſequently King 
Charles is parallelled with Chriſt, for Johx Baptiſt both in 
his Birth and Death was fore-runner of the Lord Jeſas, 

This Compariſon is come not only out of a Stamp, 
but from Pulpits too, a place very improper for ſuch 
Do&trines 3. ſome now alive have carried on the Parallc! 


much: 


3 
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-much beyond bounds; others have been heard to preach, 


Jer. 31. 29- 
Ezek. 18, 2,3» 


Matt. 27.25, 


Dr. Sherlack's 
Sermon, 


that the Guilt of King Charies's Blood lies upon the Nation 
never to be waſhed off What? upon Childrens Chil- 
dren, and from Generation to Generation, to the Worlds 
end 3 yet God faith by two of his Prophets, the Proverb 
fhall no more be uſed, The Fathers have eaten a Soure Grape, 
and the Childrens Teeth are ſet oz edge : To te the Blood 
of the Son of God lie as a Curſe upon the Generality of 
the Jews, is no wonder, they all cried Crucihe, Crucikie, 
they all faid, Let his Blood be upon us and our Children. 
I hope our thorough-paced Papitts in this Point, will not 
have the Face to ſay, that the Blood of Charles I. though 
never ſo Innocent, can be compared with that of our 
Lord and Saviour-, though alas about the time of that 
Death, ſome were poſlefled with ſuch extravagant Fits 
of Superſtition, as to dye Handkerchiets in the Blood, 
to keep and uſe it to Cure Diſeaſes, work Miracles, and 
ſach other things as made an Impreſſion upon the Spirits of 
Credulous and Ignorant People 3 which true Chriſtians 
who make Profeflion of the Purity of the Goſpel ought to 
be aſhamed of. 

Others upon the occaſion of the day, and that lately, 
ſaid, The Evils and Calamities which we have now more than 
Forty Years in ſome degree or other, and ſometimes very 
ſeverely ſuffered under, are the natural EffeFs or juſt Puniſp- 
zent of that Sin which we this day lament. Herein is a great 
Exaggeration, but as to Curking, Swearing, Perjury, 
Covenant-breaking, Injuſtice, Shedding of Innocent Blood, 
as of late there was too much, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
theſe are but trifling Sins, not worth God's taking notice 
of, let ſach Preachers, as much as they pleaſe, exalt and 
commend their Martyrs,for ſuch Vertues as are rarely found 
in mean Perſons, which ia my weak Apprehenſfion is no 
great Commendation; for a King to ſay he had thoſe 
Virtues that are rarcly found in mean Perſons, as indeed 
tis rare for mean Perſons to be Conſpicuous in great 

Virtues, 


Thirtieth of January, and Twenty ninth of May; 
Virtuesz to find ſuch Virtues we muſt go into an Hermit's 
Cel, we muſt needs be ata greet lofs, not to have where 
to icarch for them, but thoſe dark Holes or Places of 
Darkneſs; this is to have a great Opinion of Hermits 
Lives, as well as of King Chavlesr's great Virtues 3 we muſt 
not be wanting alſo to attribute great Merits to Hermits 

in their Cells: However one could bear with fach Stuff, 
if the Preaching of the Goſpel of Peace was not turned 
into the ſound of an Alarm. What mean theſe Expreſlicns, 

There is a Spirit of Zeal and Fa@ion, the Principles of which 
if not reſtrained, will ruine the beſt Princes, and overturn 
the beſt Governments. Again, The horrid Fa& committed on 
this Day, hath poiſoned the very Springs of Government, and 
ſo deeply tinitured the Minds of Men, that I pray God we 
may not ſtill live to ſee and feel the miſerable effes of it. 
Theſe are Dodrines of a New Goſpel, to work Diffe- 
rences, and Cauſe, and keep up Diviſion. But to make our 
ſelves the more acceptable we muſt promiſe, That thoſe 
who under the late Reigns were for Paflive Obedience, 
will be ſo under this. 

Another in a late Sermon of his doth ſcrew up all his- 
Wits, and ſ>end his whole Strength in making an unne- 
cefiary and improper Panegyrick : I doubt very much 
whether upon our Saviours Paſſion-day, he ever uſed Ex- 
preſſions ſo pathetica], and delivered them with ſo much, 
Zeal, as he did upon this laſt Occaſion. I confeſs, I never 
heard before, a Prince's (though never ſo good ) being 
called a Tyrant, to be Blaſphemy 3 I thought co Blaſpheme 
was againſt God, and not againſt Man ; Then he proceeds 
to unhandſome and uncharitable Reflections upon the 
Dead as well as upon the Living. But we muſt not won- 
der, that a Man who inſtead of a Sermon, (for though 
he uſes ſome very few Scripture-Phraſes, yet one excepted, 
doth quote no one place out of it but that of his Text ) 
maketh a Declaration againſt Indulgence and Liberty of 


Conſcience: He, like another San}, yet breathing ont threat= ag; g, x, 


nings 


3 Cor. 2. 2. 


Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 
nings and ſlaughter; and is ſorry it is not now in his power 

to perſecute, I fay, *tis no wonder if he doth fo, ſeeing 

he maketh bold to ſay in ſome places, thoſe things which 

may well be interpreted, not only as Refle&ions, but In- 

vettives againſt the preſent Government. Thus ſoine who 

go up into the Pulpit are not ſatisfied with Paul, to know 

and Preach- nothing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified 3 

but do ſet up for Stateſmen, and Teachers of Human Wil- 

dom; and upon occaſion, turn the Preaching of the Go- 

ſpel of Peace into blowing the Trumpet of War. This 

inſtead of repairing our Breaches is to make them wider z 

inſtead of compoſing our unhappy differences is to increaſe 
them, inſtead of reconciling the ſpirits of Men is to exaſ- 
perate them ; *tis to continue our Diviſions, to propagate 
Hatred and Animoſities to Poſterity : Theſe are the 
likely means to divide and ſubdivide us over and over 
again 3 for we ſhall never want ſome Boarerges, Sons of 
Thunder to inflame our Wounds, to put all in a Confuſt- 
on, and in a fair way to Cut one anothers Throats. 

Here indeed the thing is ſo obvious, that I cannot avoid 
taking notice of, how that Tribe of Levi, as they call 
themſelves, do for the moſt part ( for ſome of them wiſh 
things were better) mind the Intereſt of the World, not 
that of Chriſt : Inſtead of taking Caxe of Souls, which is 
their Office, 'tis the leaſt of their thoughts ; they would 
be governing the State, and make an Hierarchical Monar- 
chy, and it may be at laſt like the Rowar Clergy, if they 
could turn Monarchy into Hierarchy, and inſtead of a 
Pope have a Patriarch ; for that Spirit fince the Refor- 
mation, run into the Blood of ſeveral of them, who in 
ſome of the late Reigns took upon themſelves the Ad- 
miniſtration of moſt important Places in State and in 
their Convocations made ſuch Canons, as cauſed one of 
their good Friends, the Lord Faxlk{and in his Speeches in 
Parliament in 1641. highly to Complain, that they had 
taken upon them to do ſuch things as belonged to Parlia- 
ments, 


Thirtteth of January, and Twenty ninth of May. 
ments, as to appoint Holidays, to define what is Treaſon, 
and in ſome kind to raiſe Monies upon Pariſhes, when 
they charged Pariſhes to buy certain Books for the uſe 
of the Church: 'Tis ſad that thoſe Attempts of theirs, 
and ſuch ill Conſequences thereof, ſhould fo ſoon be for- 
gotten. Do they take this to be a Nation that can be 
content to be Prieſt-ridden > That now again they begin 
in a ſolemn manner to decide about the Conſtitution of 
the Government, and make us a Conquered Nation, and 
as much as in them lies, to lay the Foundation of Slavery 
for time to come: Cannot they be ſatisfied with the 
ſhare they have in the Legiſlative Power , but muſt alſo 
ſome of them take upon themſelves to alter the Nature of 
the Conſtitution of the Government 3 it were more pro- 
per for them to betake themſelves to their Books, and 
to take care of the Souls committed to their Charge, and 
not to hazard overturning all, to bring again their Diana 
upon the Stage, the Doctrine of Paſhve Obedience. 

Seeing they have ſuch a mind to be doing, there is an 
occaſion offered for them ſo to be within their Sphere, 
now when Socinianiſm is coming in a-pace: And why 
ſhould not there be ſome courſe taken, to find out means 
to prevent and ſtop it,ſuch as may be a Convocation 3 this 
is the proper Remedy againſt Hereſfies practiſed by the 
Primitive Church : Thus the firſt Council of Nice afſem- 
bled againſt Arrizs upon this ſame account. Are the 
Orthodox Dodtrines abont the Holy Trinity, about the 
| Incarnation, Perſon and Offices of Chriſt, not worthy to 
be aſſerted ? Wherein is the Care of our Church: Officers 
to keep out this Damnable Hereſie; are they pleaſed with 
it, or will they make themſelves Acceſſary to the Guilt 
of bringing of it in, through Negle& or otherwiſe ? We 
all, Church and State, are alarm'd, when we hear of a 
Forreign Army at our Doors, but neither doth mind 


that Deteſtable Soul-murthering Hereſie which is gotten 
C into 


J 
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Some Obſervations won the Keeping the 
into ſome of oor Bowels, and is haſtening into our very 
Vitals: What's become of all our Watch-men, can no 
eff:&ual courſe be taken 10 ſtop. it ? If formerly any one 
bad ſpoken or written againſt Church-Government, or 
ts Dependencies, though one had quoted Scripture never 
fo much, all took Fire, puniſhed, perſecuted and (tigma- 
tized ſach a one: But now though this abominable Error - 
doth come in with a bare Face, none but one or two of 


' eur great Church-men doth beſtic himſelf, but ſeem to 


be unconcerned. © ye that upon this occafien are Dumb 
Dogs, and Idol-Shepherds, what account of this can you 
give unto God ? 

What a Pother do Men keep about a Book, whether 
it be King Charles the Firſt's or Dr. Gauder's, as if it was 
an Article of their Faithz if it was a Book of Holy 
Scripture, and the queſtion whether Canonical or Apocripha, 
they could do no more: How hot is D. A. upon it, Tooth 
and Nail, as much as for a Goſpel-truth 5 yet from the 
beginning of the Book's appearing in the World, it was 
made a queſtion, Whether or not that King was the 
Author? Well, let us not believe what Milzoz faith about 
t ; but Dr. Walker hath faid enough to ſatisfie any impar- 
tial and reaſonable Man 3 but ſuppoſe he was not, would 
it not better become D. H. ashe is a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
to make uſe of his Pen againſt Socirianiſm, and ſerve his 
Maſter, if he be Chriſt's Servant, than vainly to ſpend his 
time and labour in a meer Complement to a dead Man, 
who whether the Book be his or not, ſhall never be one 
jot the better or the worſe for it. Thus inſtead of hoc 
agere, to do his Duty, is a/ind agere, that which doth not 
belong to it. And thus whilſt the Antichriſtian Spirit of 
Socinianiſm doth rage abroad, and if E may fo fay, the 
Fundamentals of our Religion lie at ſtake; whilſt Raven- 
ous Wolves are ſtriving to get into the Sheep-fold, that 
Man trifleth away his Time and Pains, with throwing 

Flowers 


Thirtieth ef January end Twenty ninth of May. 
Flowers not upon the Cofhn, but rather the Aſhes of a 
Carcaſe. 

Here | ſolemnly declare, I have taken Pen in hand not 
in the leaſt to detrat from King Charles's Memory, whoſe 
Name I am ſorry to ſee made uſe of upon ſo unwarrant- 
able an account ; but to make known an Abuſe not only 
-_ crept in, but ſtrongly ſetled, which I think tends to the 
Diſhonour of God, and Diſparagement of our Holy Reli- 
gion, to. make a Mixture of a dead Man's Worſhip in the 
Houſe of God 3 for let Men ſay what they will, the thing 
comes to that, though palliated under another Notion, 
to Pray to the Dead, for the Dead, or in ſuch occaſton 
as.this, to mention the Dead, is contrary to the Word 


of God, which commands us * to abſtain from all Appearance *1 Thiil 3.2 


of Evil. Wherefore let that Thirtieth of January go out 
of doors, and if werkeep a day, let it be to God and not 
to Man 5 let, upon occaſion, days of Humiliation be 
kept very often too, to mourn and be hambled, for Per- 
ſonal, as for the great, many and Epidemical Sins of the 
Nation , whereof I named ſome before, and ſome are 


mentioned in * Ferexziah, but no conſtant ſet day for any *Jer62,;,:- 


Man whatever, whether they be Humiliation or Thank(- 
giving days. The Gun-powder-Treaſon-day, we keep 
it only to God for ſuch a Deliverance, no mention of Man 
init: This did the Charch of the Jews after their Deli- 
verance from the Wicked Defigns of Hama, but not to 
the Praiſe and Honour of Eſ#her or Mordecai, though they 
bad been God's fnſtruments to prevent it. 

To return to King Charies's Death, tomourn for it once 
had been enough: When Joſeph's Coat was brought to 
Facob, 'he might unblameably bave exprefled , as he did, 
a great:Borrow and Grief thereupon, even to'have kiſſed 
it, to lament the Death of ſo dear a 'Sonz bur if he had 
hanged it about his Bed, or any where-clfe in his Cham- 
ber, there every Evening and Wn or at every Meal, 

| 2 given 


* 
i : 
\, - 
pe . 
0 
> , 
5 # ,, ® 
Me, - 
+42} 
- I 
. 
l ot 
.» m 
l Au 
0,” WP 
| c 
- 
= 
C 
* 


* Gal. 3.1. 


*Ex0d. 32. ©,6. 


» 2 Sam.9. 14. 


Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 
given it ſuch Salutations, and done the like, as at the 
firſt time, thereby he might have countenanced many 
Branches of Superſtition 3 once, and no more, is Diſcre- 
tion, about thoſe things whoſe continual uſe degenerates 
into Abuſe. 

Now here we have been ſo unhappy as to take wrong 
Meaſures, not only in keeping a day of Humiliation, as Þ 
ſhewed already, but alſo a Thankſgiving-day, ſuch as that 
of the Birth and Reſtoration of King Charles Il. the 29th 
of May, for the which we have alſo a ſet day. once a 
Year to hear a Sermon preached, a Collect, an Epiſtle and 
a Goſpel upon the occaſion, * O fooliſh Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you. This clearly ſhews the Humour of thoſe 
Times, when ſome People, almoſt diſtracted, kept no 
Moderation, but went from one Extream into another : 
After his Death, in King James's days, they thought fit 
to continue keeping the day, but to put a new Face, and 
under another Notion ; but the thing was the ſame in Sub- 
ſtance : So the Children of J/rae! kept a Feaſt tro the 
Golden Calf, which was proclaimed before, and the 
* People ſate down to eat and to drink, and roſe up to play. 

For ſuch a Reſtoration we muſt be very glad, and 
make God concerned in our Joy; his Houſe muſt be the 
place, hitherto 'tis well, if we bring no [Idol into it, | 
mean nothing of Man's Merits, Worth and PerfeQion, no 
Inventions deviſed of our own Heart, and things which 
God hath not commanded : We read how after the Re- 
bellion and Death of Abſalow, the * Mer of Judah ſent 
unto David, Return thou and all thy Servants, Bat though 
he was as good a King as any, I do not find there was 
any ſet day appointed yearly to be kept in any place of 
God's Worſhip, by way of Thankſgiving for his Birth or 
Reſtoration » our Religion now 1s more Courtly and 
Flattering; I do not deny, but that upon ſuch an occaſion 
a moderate Joy may be expreſicd for a: while, but to 
entail 
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. entail it upon Poſterity, is ſuch a piece of Flattery, Popery 
and Pageantry, as cannot be warranted by any Laws of 


God or reaſonable Chriſtians. * Dr, Abbot faith, That * pence of 
Offerings yearly made for the Dead, and for Birth-days, 7-4, p.886. 


were firſt brought in by the Heretick Mortan#s, who 
thereby made gain of them: Now this reacheth our 
Caſe; for an Anniverſary, or every Year keeping a ſet 
day for a dead Man, is a kind of Offering made tor the 
Dead 3 and keeping the 29th of May in the ſame manner, 
is keeping a Birth-day as a Reſtoration- day, for upon this 
day Charles I. was born. 

Now let us ſee how great a Cauſe we had to fall into 
fo high and exceeding Demonſtration of Joyz Let the 
Event ſhew, how great a Bleſſing this Reſtoration proved 
to the Nation. We know ſometimes God gives Ki 
his Anger, and takes them away in his Wrath : Plague, War 
and Fire came in with King Charles, but all little enough 
in compariſon of that Flood of Vice and Corruption in 
the way of Prophaneneſs, Impiety, Debauchery, &c. 
which, being encouraged by Example and Impunity, 
followed him, and, like a mighty Stream, have ſo over- 
flow'd the Nation, that, in all likelihood, it will require 
more Judgments, and many Years to come, to purge the 
Land of it; 'tis over-ſpread almoſt from the Child in the 
Cradle, -to the Old Man going down to his Grave : But 
I muſt break off, for it defiles my Thoughts, my Tongue 
and my Pen, therefore no wonder if this took away our 


Hearts, for * Whoredom and Wine take away the Heart, * Hoſ. 4. 11, 


and our Underſtanding too, which made us grow aa 
effeminate Nation, Contemptible to our Neighbours ; 
and made us caſt away the Honour and [ntereſt ot the 
Country, and become Tools of the Ambition and Great- 
neſs of rhoſe, whoſe growing Power we ought to have 
oppoſed 3 and which fince made Exrope groan and labour 
to be delivered from that Bondage or Danger we helped 

to 


"3 


ings in Hoſ. 13. it. 
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to bring it under: We lighted the Suits and Offers of 


many Princes and States, and Addreſles of Parliaments, 
who offered their Lives and Fortunes to ſtop the grow- 
ing Power of Frexce, which had her Emiſlaries of both 
Sexes in our Boſom : By whoſe Councils Parliaments were 
Adjourned, Prorogued and Diflolved, whilſt on the other 
fide, in our moſt Solemn Aſſemblies, the Fidelity of ſome 
was Corrupted to Betray their Truſt and Country: In 
one we have ſeen a Liſt of no leſs than 212 Penſioners, to 
find Monies to fatisfie the unſatiable Deſires and Idle 
Expences of Whores, Pimps, Bawds and Baſtards, whilſt 
in leſs than two Years time, above 100000 Souls, for 
Religion ſake, forſook the Kingdom, to go into the Plan- 
tations, Holland and Germany. 

Theſe things, and many more which I omit, are known 
to the whole Nation 3 only 1 muſt take notice how the 
Deſign of ruining Laws,Liberty and Religion wasdriving 
on 3 and whilſt Popery enjoyed Favour and Advantages, 
*twas Treaſon to ſay the King was a Papiſt or Popiſhly 
afte&ted ; though during the whole Courſe of his Reign, 
he appeared, and there are grounds to believe he died 
ſuch. All thefe things are fo recent and late, that i 
were in vain to enlarge upon it 3 only I ask, Whether one 
who ſet ſome of the worſt of Men upon the Benches in 
Weftminſier, took away Charters, cauſed Innocent Blood 
to be ſhed, under pretence of Juſtice, and had fome 
Men #0 frame Miſchief by a Law, &c. was given m Mercy 
or Anger, I leave to every Sober and Impartial Man to 
judge 5 and whether he was taken away in Wrath, I am 
not ſo poſitive as to determine : Sure [ am, after his Death, 
things were farioufly carried on , till they were over- 
turned firſt , and then reſtored through God's Mercy. 
_ two Brothers were ah ard woe ſecretly, the 
other openly 5 yet both were prayed for as Defenders of 
the Faith, and as our moft Religions Kings, =——_ 
under- 
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undertaken to deſtroy our Religion, and openly lived in 
Notorious Sins: They who in the Church pronounced 
fach Lyes, have no cauſe to be ſatisfied with themſelves 
for ſo doing. The Conſideration of this engages me to 
ſpeak of ſomething which is proper enough for my preſent 
urpole. 

: Almoſt in every Age it hath been a Trick of State, for 
the Civil Power to (ſtrengthen their Deſigns with putting 
on the Cloak of Religion 3 the Generality of the People 
have a kind of Veneration for thoſe who have the mary 
aging of Holy Things : This Roman Emperors knew very 
well, which made them add to their Dignity the Titles, 
not only of Conſuls and Tribunes, but alſo of Pontifex 
Maximws, High Prieſt, which Popes conſtantly take with 
the addition of Optizzws, moſt Good, one of his Names of 
Blaſphemy. | 

Simeon and Levi are ſometimes Brethren in Iniquity, 


* Inſtruments of Cruelty; the Spiritual and Temporal  &® 49. 5- 


Swords joyned together, cut very deep: Popes who pre- 
tend to both, think themſelves for it the more confi- 
derable; and thereby heretofore, eſpecially before the 
Reformation, proved the more dangerous : At firſt they 
were not in the ſame, but in two different hands; for 
not to ſpeak of Conſiantine's Donation, which now is out 
of doors, and was long ago known for a Sham; it began 
in the days of Phocas and Bonifacine Ill. Phocas had made 
away his Maſter, the Emperor Manricivs, whilſt he 
laboured under a Fit of the Gout, and this to make him 
felf Emperor: The other was Biſhop of Rome, ear- 
neſtly deſirous to be univerſal Biſhop , which his Pre- 
deceſlor Gregory the Great, had fo much declaimed 
againſt: Phocas ſent to him, It you will but own 
* me to be lawful Emperor, I will make you to be 
* owned univerſal Biſhop within the Empire. Thus they 
agreed, to the Prejudice of thoſe on both ſides concerned 


againſt them. At 


's 
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At firſt the People had Right of C_ their Mini- 
ſters and Church-Officers, AF-s '6. 2, 3. and the manner 
: was, with * lifting up of their hands, as an Approbation 
—_ of him, or thoſe that were named : Long time after, 
T5. when Hierarchy was formed, Dears and Chapters elefted 
their Biſhops, as to this day *tis continued amongſt 
Papiſts in moft parts of Germany ; but in France, after the 
Concordat or Agreement between Francis I. and Pope 
Leo X. they deprived of that Right the Clergy of that 
Kingdom, the King taking npon him the Nomination, 
and the Pope reſerving for himſclt the Confirmation 
by his Balls: That here that was the manner, appears 
by the remaining ſhadows of it called Conge d'Elire; for 
he muſt be elected who is named by the King. The 
ſame Mockery (for 'cis no better if true as generally 
ſaid) is uſed on the part of the ele&ed Biſhop, who 
being asked Viſne Epiſcopari, though he hath been ſueing 
for it, and made what Intereſt he could to get it, comes 
with a Lye in his Mouth Nolo : Thus Corruption being 
crept into the Church, and amongſt the Officers thereof, 
we muſt not wonder to ſee ſo many ill Effe&s and Con- 
ſequences of it : And I defire no Exceptions be taken 
againſt what I am about to ſay, for no Man more than 
I, hath greater Honour for true and worthy Miniſters of 
the Sancuary, though none more grieved than I am, at 
the Abuſe therein committed 3 it is to my purpoſe, and I 
am going to make Application of it. 

| Our late Courts, in order to carry on theſe ends of 
" Le '® enlarging the Royal Authority and Prerogative, went 

according to - . d 
Cuſtom, for about to get on their ſide as many, eſpecially leading Men, 
elſe "ris an U* of the * Clergy as they could, the moſt ambitious and 
 — greedy of Preterment were the fitteſt for their purpoſe, 
Papiſts forthe Preach ({aith the Court to them) Monarchy to be Jure 
hag Divino , not the Goſpel, bat the Extent of Royal Prero- 
belongs to all gative : Preach Nor-reſiſtance, Paſſrve Obedience, the Sin- 


God's People. 
1 Pex. 5. 3- fulneſs 
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fulneſs of not obeying , or oppoſing, any thing com- 
manded by Supream Powers. Theſe Dofrines began 
to ring out of the Pulpits, and Obedience to Man, more 
than to God, was preſſed 3 a Conformity to the Canons 
of the Church, more than to the Word of God, becauſe 
they had the Stamp of Royal Authority : What doth the 
Court do for this? One hath a good Benefice, another 
a Place in the Univerſity : One is made a Prebend, Arch- 
deacon, Dean and Biſhop; they that were greedy of 
{ach Places, ſeeing this to be the way to Preferment, fell 
into the ſame Road, and followed the ſteps of thoſe 
that went before; ſo that for the Generality, to be for 
Abſolute Monarchy, was, in a Subje&, a better Qualifi- 
cation than Learning, Virtue and Piety. To ſuch Mini- 
ſters as theſe, I ſay in the words of the Prophet Malachz, 


And now, O ye Prieſts, this Commandment is for you. If Mil. >. 1,2. 


Je will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give Glory 
unto my Name, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I will even ſend a 
Curſe upon you, and 1 will curſe your Bleſſings : Tea, I have 
curſed then already, becauſe ye do not lay it to heart. And 
ſo the Prophet goes on till Verſe the ninth, which con- 
tains theſe words, Therefore have I alſo made you contempti- 
ble and baſe before all the People, according as ye have not 
kept my ways, but have been partial in the Law. 

The Court, never to want ſuch Men, went further 3 
They would have Epiſcopacy to be Jure Divino, though 
Biſhops be the King's Creatures, they promiſed to main- 
tzin the Church as by Law eſtabliſhed, with all Annexes 
and Dependences, Ruin to all Difſenters (but Papiſts) 
which was pretty well put in Execution : No Moderation 
in the Minds of ſome, no opening the Mouth againſt Igno- 
rant and Scandalous Miniſters, not an hairs breadth of 
any Ceremony to be diſpenſed with, though to the over- 
throwing of all Rules of Chriſtian Prudence and Charity : 


Hence it is, that ſome of Corrupt Principles and Practices, 
D were 


17 


Jer. 7. 4+ 


Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 


were in Church advanced to the higheſt Preferments, be- 
cauſe Men- pleafers, though otherwiſe unworthy of it 3 
and ſo they were Miniſters of the Court more than of 
Ciriſtz they were thought to be ſufficiently qualified, 
if able but to promote that Intereſt; and to be true 
Sons of the Church, though never ſo mach Sons of Belal, 
and Prodigal Sons: But 1n this, too much like Papiſts, 
we are pleaſed with ſpecious names more than with 
things; and are fo doting upon Accidents and Forma- 
lities, that we negle& the Subſtance, and often leave the 
Body for the Shadow 3 like thoſe you who truſted in 
lying words, ſaying, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord. 

One of the chief remote Cauſes of this, is the Incon- 
ſideratencfs of Parents 3 which except it be removed, we 
can in reaſon have no great hopes of mending: If they 
have one Son, they ſometimes intend him for a Way 
which he is neither fit for, nor inclined to: It they have 
many, then ſuch an one muſt be a Soldier, the other a 
Lawyer, and the third a Divige 3 when it may be he who 
1s intended for the Law, is fitteſt for a Soldier, and the 
Soldier for Divinity z when they ought to conſult with 
the Genius and Capacity of all, and obizrve that which 
is more proper for every one: As for thoſe who are 
appointed for the Study of Divinity, there muſt be 2 far- 
ther regard than meerly to put them in a way of getting 
their Livelihood, as if they were put to a Trade : Such 
Thoughts do often paſs from Parents into the Minds of 
young Men, whob do not examine themſelves, whether 
or not they have an inward Call, a Diſpoſition and Incli- 
nation of Soul to that high Truſt : Whether they can in 
ſome degree anſwer the Duty of the Place, take care of 


'Fzek-33+ 6,8. Souls which they are to give God an account of, * Whoſe 


Blood, if loſt for want of warning, ſhall be required at their 


2 Cor- 4, 1,2. hands, They are Stewards of the Miniſtry of God, who 


ought 


Thirtieth of January and Twenty ninth of May. 
ought to be found faithful ; they muſt prepare, ſome time 


* to be made a Speacle unto the World, and to Angels, and * Vale g. 


to Men, and as it were appointed to Death. They are 


Þ God's Ambaſſadors, and conſequently ought to be true t Eph. 6. 20. 


to his Honour and Intereſt, and puncually to follow 


their Commiſſion : And faith the ſame Apoſtle, * Who js * » Cor-2. 16, 


ſufficient for theſe things : Hence for want of a due Conſi- 
deration, come our || Idol-Shepherd and + Dumb Dogs, as 
- the Scripture calls them, Tea, greedy Dogs which can never 
have enough. 


Though to ſome this Diſcourſe may prove like a Di- 
greſtion, yet *tis not really ſo, but to the purpoſe, for it 
leads us to one of the Springs whence does ariſe the Dif- 
orders we ſpeak againſt: If I allow a thing which *tis my 
duty, and in my power, in ſome degree to oppoſe, [ 
thereby become guilty of, and acceſlary to the Guilt 
that comes from it : Our great Clergy-men ought at that 
time, humbly to have addreſſed againſt appointing days 
on ſuch occaſions; and not promoted it, and penned 
Rubricks as they did; they wanted Zeal for the Honour 
of God. When King Uzziah would have come and 


ſacrificed, the Prieſts withſtood him. So Ambroſius in Milax » Chron.26.18 


did ſhut the Church-doors upon Theodoſivs. 1 am very 
far to have ſuch Examples made Preſidents, yet on ſuch 
occaſions the leaſt that could be expefted from Men of 
that Character, was to lie ſtill and not to a&, if Era- 
ftianiſm and Intereſt had not been their Fundamental 
Rule. 
How ill ſoever it was, things were done, and *tis not 
theſe words, Our Will and Pleaſure js, to have the Rubrick 
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uſed, &c. C. R. which alone may ſtamp an Authority 
as to the Lawfulneſs of the ſame, in relation to Civil 
things, I ſhall not take upon me to determine, though [ 

D 2 thank 
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Some Obſervations upom the Keeping the 
thank God 'tis not here an uſual ſtile to ſay, Such is Our 
Pleaſure : But it doth altogether loſe its ſtrength when 
it comes to the Worſhip of God : And I fay this for a 
Rule, That if all the Men in the World were all together, 
under what Notion ſoever, neither their Authority nor 
their Wit would make that be Good and Lawtul, 
which is Bad and Unlawful ; though 1 know the difference 
how ſome things are ſuch in their Nature, and others fo 
by Accident. 

However that which was done, we cannot hinder 
from being done 5 there is no remedy for that which 1s 
paſt, only for the future let it be prevented : That which 
1s done to God, muſt not be made over to the Creature. 
I hope unbiaſſed Men, out of what hath been ſaid, will 
be convinced of the Unreaſonableneſs and Unlawtulnefs 
of keeping ſuch days in ſuch a manner, and upon ſuch 
an account: During the two laſt Reigns both Kings 
were concerned, fo it was not to be expected they would 
have been induced to diſcontinue the Obſervation thereof: 
But now they are gone, and 'tis to be wiſhed they have 
not left behind them ſo much of that Spirit that poſſeſſed 
them, as to make People Obſtinate in retaining that 
Superſtitious Cuſtom. The late Happy Revolution, will, 
'tis hoped, make, in time, a Change in this, ſo as to have 
it laid aſide, there being now no Awe nor Temptation to 
induce Men to perſiſt in it, but only Ignorance, Blindneſs 
and Superſtition. 

It cannot be found in-the Old or New Teſtament, 
that ever any Anniverſary, Holiday, Faſting or Feaſting, 
was Inſtituted on the behalf of any Man dead or alive, 
though God made uſe of ſeveral to work great Deli- 
verances, or to ſuffer and be Martyrs for his Truth. 
No ſet days for Moſes, Joſhua, Sampſon, though great 
Deliverers 3 nor for the Death of Iſaiah, Zechariah, and 
ſo many other Prophets and Apoſtles put to death : 
Holidays 
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Holidays belong to God alone, him alone they onght 
to regard, without any Squint-eye towards the Crea- '$ 
turez the Lord is a Jealous God, who will not have in px 


his Houſe, mixed with his Worſhip, any thing that ſeems 7 
to look towards Man; the Practiſe of the contrary is S 
a Branch of Heathemiſh and Popiſh Superſtition, if cor "Rn 
Idolatry : Few words more I ſhall add to ſheiv the Sin- A 


falneſs of this, and then proceed in General to lay open 
the Unlawtulneſs of all fach Formalities, out of Scripture, 


Reaſon and Authority. "'s 

Bat before | proceed further, I maſt make a ſhort ſtop 'L 
to ſay ſomething to vindicate what in few lines before | by 
il 


alſerted 3 and in anſwer to ſomething that is ſaid to juſtifie 'b 
the PraQiſe of the Thirtieth of Jamrary: I fay nothing | 
can be found in the Word of God to ground this upon. 


Firſt of all they muſt own, there is nothing to counte- oF 
nance it in the New Teſtament, or elſe they would let n-wmonin his g.8 
us hear of it: As to the Old, they would endeavour 79", F. 4, ie. 


to draw it out of three ſeveral caſes; the firſt is, that ”' * 
of Saxl, the ſecond of Joſiah, and the third of Gedaliah. 

As to the firſt, it ſeems they lay a great ſtreſs upon it z 
for two of them, and may be more, for what I know, Dr. 8«r-6 and 
on the laſt Thirtieth of Fanary, took their Text out of M Nan: 
it: The caſe is thus, In the Battel in Mount Gi/boe, be- 


tween Iſrael and the Philiſtines , Saul and his three Sons vt 
were killed 3 his Sons by the Philiftines, and he killed '; 
himſelf with his own Sword. The News of this Over- A: 
throw being brought to David by an Amalakite, who _— .Y 
thought to bring David acceptable News of the Death » $an. : 4 
of his Mortal Enemy, in hopes of a Reward, told him 18 


a Lye, How at his defire he had killed him : Whereupon 
David commanded him to be put to Death, which was - 2 
effeted 3 and then made a Lamentation which was well -: + 
and ſaitable with the preſent Occaſion, the loſs of a "ol 


Battle, whereof the King's death was one of the bad Con- 4 
comitants ; F': 
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comitants: If the young Amalekite had killed him , he 
had done that which SauPs Armour-bearer would not, 
and therefore deſerved to die for killing the King: The 
young Man's A& we condemnz but what 1s that to the 
purpoſe? We do commend the Mourning upon the Sad 
Accident at that time z but was an Anniverſary appointed, 
catailed upon Poſterity, upon a fet day every Year to 
meet in the place of Worſhip to mourn for it > No ſuch 
thing. David made at that time a Lamentation for the 
publick Loſs, and for his own in particular 3 tor it was 
notonly over Sal, but alſo over Jonathan his dear Friend, 
[ am diſtreſſed for thee, my Brother Jonathan, whom he ten- 
derly loved. 

But 'tis pulled over head and ears, to ſay David 
appointed a Lamentation, or a ournful Ditty as he calls 
it, to be Sung by the Children of Jzdah in ſucceeding 
Ages. Indeed *tis ſaid in the eighteenth Verſe of the 
ſame Chapter, That he bade them teach the Children of Judah 
the uſe of the Bow, and not to ſing a Lamentation: Herein 
lies a want of Sincerity, and ſomething of a Deſign to 
impoſe upon Hearers and Readers. Now I conceive the 
Parallel between Sau and Charles the Firſt, lies ina being 
anointed, which we know was a Ceremony uſed under 
the Law, to have Kings, Prophets and Prieſts anointed 5 
which all related to Jeſus Chriſt, for thoſe three Offices 
he was to exerciſez and that anointing ſignified the Oil 
of Gladneſs wherewith he was to be anointed above all 
his Fellows, meaning the Graces of the Spirit of God 
repreſented by the Anointing. Though the name of 
Anointed is given to thoſe that were no Kings, no 
Prieſts nor Prophets, as afterwards explained, as Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, Iſrael, and Family 3 Touch not mine anointed , 
Palm 105.10. for there the Prophet ſpeaks of them, not 
of Kings. 


And 
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AnJ under the Goſpel the Holy Ghoſt is called the 
UOnd#ion, the Anointing which God's People have received, 1 John 2. zo, 
and which abideth in ws, and teaches ws all things : In” 
conſequence of this, the Lord Jcfas, who, according to 
his Promiſe, hath ſent the * Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, * John 15. >, 
is faid under the name of a Lamb, to Þ+ have made vs $I " 
#nto our God, Kings and Prieſts, So then all thar have b 
the Holy Spirit of Chriſt, are the Anointed of the Lord : 
The GoJ of Truth hath faid fo, and Men mult nut take | 
upon themſelves to teach him how to ſpeak. Why do of 
poor filly Men go about, as much as in them lie, to de- Pi 
prive God's People of what he hath beſtowed upon 
them ? And if all true Believers be made Kings and Prieſts, 1. 
Why ſhould Man reſtrain it to an Order of Man, and put 
aſunder that which God hath joyned together ? Yet this [:.: 
I muſt ſay to thoſe who ſo exceedingly are Admirers of ue 
King Charles the Firſt, that by what they do, I have 
really a better Opinion of him, than they have them- 
ſelves for | hope he was a better Man than Sal ; there- 
fore the Compariſon they make between them, is nor 
very Judicious, nor favourable to their King 3 fur the 
Parallel muſt run upon the Perſons ag well as the Office ; 
they both were Kings and anointed., but Saul was not 
only choſen , but allo rejeFed of God from being King 51 Sim 15, +: 
who cared for Honour trom Men, more than Favour 23: 25. 
from God ; when he faid to Sammel, Honour me now, ye; ,. 
I pray thee, before the Elders of my People, and before Icach 
Ia a word, Saul 1s in Scripture branded for a breaxer of 
the Covenant between Joſhua and the Gibeonites, and he Joſh g. 15,16 
cruelly flew ſome of them, for which God feat a Famine 
three Years together 3 and being inquired, ſaid, It was 
for Saul and his bloody Houſe. He was a wicked Man, 2 Sun. 21, 1. 
guilty, as Sazmel upbraids him, of Diſobedience, Rebelli- 
on, Witchcraft, Stubbornneſs, Iniquity and [dolatry , 


* a Self-murtherer, and who died for his Tranſgreſſion 3 * 1 Chron. 10. 
one + 13- 


3 
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{ r Sara. 16, 1, One whom God would not have || Samwel to mourn for 


2 Chrott. 35. 
244 25. 


when alive; and when, as much as Man knew, there 
mizht be hope of God's Mercy and Pardon to him. How 
likely is it then, that God would have approved, atter 
his Death, that David had appointed a Lamencation to 
be Sung by the Children of Judah in ſucceeding Ages, 
Hence 1t appears, how ſometimes Compariſons and Pa- 
rallels do not anſwer the end for which they be made 
uſe ofz but on the contrary, like one who blowing his 
Noſe, preſſes it ſo much, as to ſqueeze Blood out of it : 
Such Compariſons ought diſcreetly and warily to be 
uſed, or elſe they will confute that which thereby was in- 
tended to be proved : Thus the Candle being turned up- 
fide down, that which made it burn will put it out. 

The ſecond Prefident is that of Joſiah, after whoſe 
Death all J#dah and Jeruſalem mourned for him 53 Fere- 
mich lamented for him; all the Singing-men and Singing- 
women ſpeak of Jofrah in their Lamentations to this day. 
All this very true and well, but not to their purpoſe, ex- 
cept they can make it out, that there was a certain ſet- 
day every Year, upon which on the occaſion of this Death 
People went into the Temple to renew the Memory of, 
and mourn for it, had a Service appointed for the ſame 
end, which TI think none will fay or affirm: This Com- 
pariſon is much better between Charles and Joſiah, than 
between him and Sax/, and would be more to the pur- 
poſe, if it might well be faſtened. When we conſider 


2 Kings 23. tO what manner of Man Joſfah was, what a Reformer, what 


verſe 25, 


Verſe 25. 


an Enemy to [Idolatry and Superſtition, who put away 
all the Abominations that were ſpied in the Land of Judah, 
purged the Worſhip of God of all Abuſes; of whom the 
Spirit of God bears this witneſs, And like nnto hine was 
there no King before hinz , that turned to the Lord with all 
his Heart, and with all his Soul, and with all his Might , 
according to the Law of Moles : neither after him aroſe 7 


like 
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like him, A Prince, whoſe Birth, by his name, God 


by |] a Prophet foretold ſo many years before it hap- | Kings 13.2. 


pened ; the Death of ſuch a Prince as this could never 
enough be lamented , yet without Superſtition: This 
was in Man's Eye an irrepairable Loſs, and I dare fay 
this Nation hath ſome cauſe, upon occaſion, to remem- 
ber the Death of the young Prince, our Reformer , 
Edward the Sixth, with Grief and Sorrow (though 
Heylin was of another mind) the Death of ſo Pious a 
Prince, not without Suſpicion of Poiſon, was a great 
loſs to Religion and the Nationz but yet ſuch ſet days 
as the Thirtieth of Farxary, and Circumſtances, muſt 
be avoided ; ſuch a Memory may to this day be well 
continued by lawful Means, as his very Funeral Sermons, 
Epitaphs, and ſach things remaining as were publiſhed 
in or about that time 5 as Jeremiah's Lamentation upon 
that Subje& might be read and ſang in after-Ages: The 
Memory of good Princes, and other pious Men, ought 
to be precious and dear to Poſterityz but we muſt 
not beſtow any thing of Religious Relation upon them, 
but ſtrictly avoid every appearance of it. Sas Death 
was a Judgment apon him, but Joſffah's Death was a 
Mercy -to hint,” Becauſe thine heart was tender , 
gather thee to thy Fathers, and to thy Grave in Peace, 
neither ſhall thine eyes ſee all the Evil that T will bring 
upon this place, and upon the Inhabitants of the ſame. 
Now Things and Perſons being compared in the Reigns 
of Joſiah and Charles, to ſay no more, we ſhall find a 
vaſt Difference. 

The third caſe is that of Gedaliah, whom, after the 
taking of Jer»ſalem, the wy of Babylon made a Go- 
vernour of the Cities of Judah, which was treacheroufly 


killed by 1Þb-4e! the Son of Nethaniah: This indeed 

was a {ad Blow to the People that was left in the Land , 

but in the two quoted places in the Margin, nor in 
E 


the 


- 1} 2 Chron. 34- 
I wil? 
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the Book of Chronicles, nothing is faid of any publick 
mourning of the People for itz yet ſome would, if 
poſſible, upon the Opinion of the moſt Judicious Inter- 
preters, as he calls them, ſcrew ſomething out of 
Zech. 7. 5. as if their Mourning there was an Ordinance, 
for that laſted till the time of their return from their 
Captivity'z but ?tis caſte to find the true caule of it, 


Levit, 23 27, namely, a poſitive order from God, Or the tenth day 


29. 


of this ſeventh month, there ſhall be a day of Atonement, 
it ſhall be an holy Convocation unto you, and ye ſhall affli 
your Souls, &c. And whatſoever Soul it be that ſhall not 
be =—_ in that ſame day, he ſhall be cut off from amongſt 
his People. This is the true cauſe of the Mourning in 
the Seventh Month, and 'cwere in vain to fancy any 
other.. 

A very good Uſe may, by preſent and future Ages, 
be made of ſuch fad Effets of God's Providence 3 as 
to warn us of our Mortality, of the Uncertainty of Life, 
of the Vanity of Honours, and to prepare usfor Death z 
to ſhew how our Life is in the Hand of God, which he 
diſpoſeth of how and when he pleaſes: It is good 
always to be Thankful .to.God for Mercies, always to 
be humbled, and to Mourn for Sins; for as we do con- 
ſftantly Sin, ſo we muſt conſtantly repent 3. what doth 
befall others, as well as what happeneth to us, ought to 
work upon us: And ſo we have cauſe enough to keep 
days of Humiliation both in Publick and Private 3 and 
this is to. make a right uſe of ſuch Occaſions, and not 
to flatter, and chuſe God's Houſe to make Panegyricks 
of Dead Men, over and over every Year, in fſach a 
Strain as Papiſts do for their Pretended Saints and Dead 
Men. After this. way Mr. Newman in his Sermon, 
Page 17, 18, 19, &c. maketh King Charles a great Poet, 
nay.a Laureat one, a great Orator : He faith, He was 
Maſter of. a Sublime Grandure, of Languages, iy Te 

OINTS- 
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Points of Controverſie 3 and in Caſes of Conſcience, fo "ha 
great a Divine, as he might have challenged the Theo- W- 
logical Chair, upon the account of meer Worth. It oy 
he had but attributed ſome Miracles, then we might 18 
bave ſaid, as Jeſuits \uſe to ſpeak of their Ignatius, "_« 
Franciſcans of their Francis, and Dominicans of their {| 
Dominick, upon their days. And all this he affirms w- 
upon hear-ſay, and by relation 3 if this be not Flattery, \'J 
'tis too much like it; this is a ſtudied Diſcourſe, to W- \ 
make a (hew of his Parts, to flatter the Dead, deceive 2 
the Living, but edifie none. | 

To ſay the ſetting apart ſuch days, is not intended, + 


as if thereby they were made Holier than others, but b: / 
only to appoint them to an Holier Uſe, is not enough hb 
to excuſe the thing 3 we all know *tis not in the power 


of Man, in that kind, to make one day better than y5s 
another, that's the Work of God. alone; and of all 4% 
the days of the Week, the Seventh, his Sabbath-day, | T% 
* he ſandified it , bleſſed and hallowed it. Nay, the * Gen.2.3. and FT, 
other Feaſts which were but Typical, and for a time, £**% 2%: **- i#Þ 


which we read of in the Book of * Leviticus, were of * Chap. 23. 
God's own ſpecial Appointment: So that to Inſtitute 

ſach days, is an Ad of Religion: And though we agree, 

that the Church may make Rules for Order-ſake, as to we 
Circumſtances; yet under the Goſpel, no Man may, | 
upon Humane Account, Inſtitute days, wherein is a 
Ceſlation of Work, God having commanded Six days bs 
to labour and do our work, Thus there would be no 7 
end, one day this Year, another or more the next, as | $ 
we ſee it in the Church of Rowe, where every new be-* 
Saint hath a day allowed him every Year : By the ſame \#&E 
reaſon it is done for one, it may be done for an A+ 


hundred. bt *; 


E 2 All 
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All Orthodox Divines do agree, That in the Firſt 
and Second Commandment, not only Idolatry, but 
alſo Superſtition are forbidden; whereby the Fixed- 
neſs of the Minds of Men, which ought to be upon 
God, is toſſed and diſtrafted, here and there, upon 
different Objetsz Prayers of Mourning, Repentance 
or Thankſgiving, muſt be directed to God, for they 
are part of his Worſhip, without any Collateral regard 
to the Merits or Sufferings of any Man Dead or Alive. 
And here by the by, I muſt take notice of a Clauſe, 
which ſome of our Miniſters uſe in their Prayers, to 
thank God- for his Servants deceaſed, which in my opi- 
nion is very Improper, for thoſe who own we ought 
not to pray to or for the Dead, the Goſpel and God's 
other Mercies is, What we onght to thank God for: 
And though a Miniſter may make mention of thoſe 
Faithful Servants of his, remembred in his Word, and 
exhort us to follow their Example, and Divine Rules 
they were ated by, the Faith of Abraham, the Patience 
of Job, the Repentance of Petey, yet the Caſe is diffe- 
rent, when he is in Prayer ; for then he is the Mouth of 
the People to God 3 in that Condition of Supplicants, 
no Humane Rule or Example is to be mentioned to 
God, eſpecially now when ſo groſs an Abuſe about it, is 
committed by Papiſts, whereof we ought to avoid the 
very Appearance. 

The Dangers of bringing ſuch things into the Church 


ts very great, though at firſt not perceptible ; ſome- 


times great Evils had but ſmall beginningsz the Devil 
is fo ſubtile and cunning, that he engages Men but by 
degrees; and naturally there is in Men a Propenſity to 
Idolatry and Superſtition, which he improves too mach 
to our Ruinz wherefore it concerns us the more to 
ſtand upon our guards; for if a thing be good in its 
Nature, he can turn it to evil z as in the caſe E _ 

raſen 


Thintieth of January, and Twenty nimtbof May: 29 t 


Braſen Serpent, which by God's Command was * erected * Numb. 21.9. Mie 
in the Wilderneſs, and attended with miraculous Effets FS 
on thoſe who looked uponit: Yet the Devil turned "0 
the Hearts of the People to commit Idolatry about it , » Kings 18. 4- 3% 
much more will he turn to Evil that which is Indiffe- BA, 
rent, and ſometimes Evil, by reaſon of ſome Circum- | 
ſtances, which is the leaſt that muſt be granted in the ;* 


Caſe of the Thirtieth of Jannary: To keep a ſet day * 
once every Year in remembrance of the Aing or I 
Sufferings of a dead Man, is a Cuſtom derived from «7 
Heathens, followed by Papiſts, for whom we muſt not 63 
do as Peter did for the Jews, when with his Compliance "8 
and Diflimulation, he confirmed them in that Error 1 
and Obſtinacy 3 and for this reaſon chiefly, St. Paul 'iF: 
* withſtood him to the face: Now the keeping of ſach *Gal. 2: 1: W'. 
a day, cannot be denied to be an Honour to the Man i 
in whoſe remembrance it is keptz and this Honour 
being rendred im the Church, with reading a Service 
on the occaſion, makes it a kind of Religious Worſhip, F-., 
which is to be rendred to God alone, and to no Crea- = 
ture whatſoever : What we ſay againſt Popiſh Feaſts, 
may in part be ſaid againſt this; we condemn them, 
becanſe they are upon ſet and certain Times always 
the fame, which is only to be upon extraordinary 
Cauſes and Occafions: Sure I am, omitting ſuch keep- 
ing of days can-do no harm 3. but thorough ſome Acct- 
dent or Circumſtance , the obſerving the fame may 
happen to do hurt: Now is it not beſt to take the 
fareft ? And 'tis Chriſtian Prudence to avoid all unne- 
ceflary Dangers: And I think this is to ſpeak of the 
thing as favourably as may be. 

Under the Law,one who had touched a Dead Bady;was Numb. rg. 11, 
unclean; and before he had been Parified,might not come ** 13» *6 
to the Tabernacle of the Lord, for thus he would have de- 


filed it 3- and that Soul that did ſo was ts be cxt off : Gad 
thereby 


Lev. 19+ 19. 


Levi. 109. 1,2« 


Exod. 33. 7- 
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thereby ſignifying, how Holineſs and Purity required 
in thoſe that come into his Houſe, doth partly conſiſt 
in being free from the Stains and Corruption of our 
dead and ſtinking Nature: God is the Living God, the 
God of the Livingz the Qgick, and not the Dead, he 
will have to come near him; Quickneſs he loves, but 
Deadneſs he abhorreth: He hath forbidden to bring 
him the Lame and the Blind , much more the Dead : 
Nay, he will not endure a mixture in things of a much 
leſs Concernment than 1s his Service: Thus he faith, 
Thou ſhalt not let thy Cattel gender with a diverſe kind : 
Thou ſhalt not ſow thy Field with a mingled Seed : neither 
ſhall a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee. 
Much more is the Lord againſt mingling and trimming 
Dead with Quick in his Worſhip : When Chriſtians 
come to Church , they muſt not touch, meddle or 
defile themſelves , their Thoughts or Hearts with any 
dead Corps, for God doth abhor it : This with Nadab 
and Abihu, is to bring in a ſtrange Firez and as their 
Sin is well known, fo is their Puniſhment : The Taber- 
nacle was without the Camp, afar off from the Camp. So 
when we go to the Houſe of God , we muſt leave the 
World behind us , let the Dead bury their Dead, 
wean our Thoughts from the Creature, and diſingage 
our Souls from thinking upon it 5 we go to ſerve God 
alone, and him alone we ought to look upon, mention 
and remember. 

[It is ill done to bring ſuch things into the Church, 
to mix them with God's Worſhip, and ſo make them 
Part of it: *Tis ill done to alter the Nature of things 
Indifferent, to preſs them as Neceſlary, and to deprive 
Believers of their Chriſtian Liberty: No other Worſhip 


Exod. 23- 13- 1S lawful, but that whereof God is the Author. 1 all 


Heb. 8. 5. 


the things 1 have ſaid unto you, be circumſpe# 5; ſee thou 
make every thing , ſaid God to Moſes, according to the 
Pattern 
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Pattern ſhewed thee on the Mount > which was effe&ed, Exod. 39. 43. 


no Addition, no Diminution, no Alteration, under any 
Pretence whatſoever, not ſo much as a Pin, or the leaft 
thing in the Tabernacle, but what was of God's ſpecial 
Appointment; for none but God himſelf, except it be 
revealed in his Word, knows what is acceptable to him: 
None but God can give the Worſhip, the Virtue, 
whereby it becomes effectual and profitable to us: We 
do not read that God ever gave any one Power, wholly, 
or in part, to Inſtitute a Worſhip according to his Mind 
and Fancy: On the contrary, he doth Fulminate againſt 
' Will-worſhipz under the Goſpel 'tis allowed leſs than 
ever, for the Goſpel is not a Ceremonial Law : Some, 
to excuſe their Additions, uſe an Idle DiſtinQion of Cor- 
rupting and Preſerving, the laſt, ſay they, is not for- 
bidden, only the firſt: But every Addition, as well as 
Detra@ion, is expreſly oppoſed to the Obſervation of 
God's Precepts, as a Corruption of them. Of the like 
Nature is that Evaſion of theirs, when they fay, Ah 
Addition of Eſſentials, but not of Accidentals, is for- 
bidden. But though there be ſome Accidents and Cir- 
cumſtances belonging to the Worſhip, as Times, Places, 
Perſons, yet no Worſhip may be called Accidental , 
becauſe it hath in it ſelf the very Eſſence of Worſhip. 
Then as the leaſt Commandments of God are Religi- 


and Chap. 40. 


I6, I9, 21, 23, 
25, 27, 29, 33. 


ouſly to be obſerved, * to a very jot or tittlez fo by the *Matt.s.18,19, 


ſame reaſon the leaſt Additions ought to be rejected. 


Furthermore, Moſes, with the ſame Caution of not peur.12.25,28 


adding to or taking from, ſealed thoſe Laws relating to 
the Place and Manner of Worſhip, of abſtaining from 
Blood, and the like, which belonged to the accidental 
Service (it we may ſo call it) which was to laſt but for 
a time: And the Obſervation of this, is, for a ſpecial 
Reaſon, called Obedience ; becauſe we do thereby that 


which ſeems right in God's Sight, though ſome other 
things 
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' things may ſeem to be more right in our Eyes: To 

_— 9- this Lawful Worſhip is oppoſed the Unlawful and Vo- 
. **7- luntary one, otherwiſe called Wil-worſhip, which: is of 
a Man's Invention or Tradition: The Sin committed in 

this Will-worſhip, is commonly called S#perſtition, when 

we render God an unlawful Servicez for in caſe of 
Superſtition, God is always the Obje&, but the Wor- 

ſhip is unlawful. Thus Superſtition is an Exceſs in Reli- 

gion, not in order to the formal Virtue of Religion 3 

for thusno Man can be too Religious, but in order to 

the outward Ads and Means of Religion. Thus in 

relation to the Worſhip of God , we ought not to mind 

'Humane Traditions, but only the Word of God, wherein 

= cy hath preſcribed us Rules to know and Wor- 

p him. 

What we ſaid before about the Tabernacle, may 
now be obſerved concerning the Altar; God takes 
care to declare how he would have it to be ; either 

Exod. 20. 24» of Earth, or of Stone, but not out of hewen Stone ; the 
wi reaſon is given, for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou 
haft polluted it. Man's Wits and Inventions do defile the 
Worſhip of God, he will admit of no ſuch things as 
Humane Workmanſhip; wherefore he forbids it a ſecond 
time, when he faith, Thou ſhalt build unto the Lord thy 
Deut. 27. 5,6- God an Altar of Stones, of whole Stones; as *'tis ex- 
preſſed in the next Verſe, Thou ſhalt not lift up any Iron 
tool upon them. Indeed we mult take notice of the ex 
traordinary care God had to regulate even to the leaſt 
Ceremonies, that in the Ats of Religion nothing might 
be left undetermined, and nothing wanting to take 
away all Pretences of Men for medling in it. As to 
the Worſhip of God, Men fin in the Obje&t and Man- 
ner of it : The Firſt Commandment is the Rule for the 
r Kings 15.32- one, and the Second for the other : Abab ſinned againſt 
i, 9123) the Firſt, he worſhipped Falſe Gods: Jeroboam wor- 
ſhipped 
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ſhipped the true God, bur in a falſe manner 3 for which, 
both their Names became abominable : Evil Kings that 
came after them, were branded for walking after the 
fins of Ahab, or after the fins of Feroboarn, as odious for ' Kings 12.38, 
Worſhiping in a falſe way, as Ahab for ſerving falſe Gods, ** 
hear what Scripture faith of him, for altering the Cir- 
cumſtances of Place and Time, Bethel and Dar, he re- 
membred (till the deliverance out of Egypt, Behold thy 
God that brought thee out of the Land 7 Egypt : But he 
- changed the time, the Firſt day of the Eighth Month, even 
in the Month which he had deviſed of his own Heart : 
Mark how hainouſly God takes that Change; farely this 
ſhould be awakening to all that bring into the Worſhip, 
the Devices of their own Heart. . 

Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Ordinances ought to aim at 
Edification, and to a profitable Declaration and Uſe of 
the main revealed in Scripturez the Yoke and Burthen of 
too numerous Conſtitations muſt be avoided in the 
Church, likewiſe the Tyranny in ftriatly _— the 
Obſervation thereof as things neceffary, and the obſti- 
nate Continuation of thoſe Fjan@ions which Time and 
Experience made appear unprofitable or hurtful ; 'tis 
unjuſt for ſuch Ceremonies to make Chriſtian Liberty to 
ſuffer any prejudice, though they had been inſtituted up- 
on good grounds, and have been of Soon uſe 3 yet ha- 
ving by Papiſts been abuſed to Superſtition, they ought 
to be aboliſhed. This is the Senſe of true Chriſtians, 
who are aQed by a Spirit of Meckneſs and Charity; but 
unhappily, fome Men are. fo fond of preſerving their 
Legiſlative Authority, that they would prefer the loſs of 
200000 Souls, to the Abrogation of an old Superftiti- 
on. This is properly the Spirit whereby the Church of 
Rome is ated ; and *tis to be wiſhed, there was not ſo 
much of it amongſt us : Indeed, the Will of God ought 
to be the Rule of every =_ Will ; for 'tis the _—_ 

| an 
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and Spring of all Reaſon and Juſtice. But tis very un- 
reaſonable for any Man or Men, eſpecially in things rela- 
ting to Conſcience, to lay down his own, or their own 
Will, which is ſo fallible, to be a Rule for the Will of 
other Men; and as it were, to force it upon others; 
becauſe a Man differs from me, I muſt make him fay as 1 
fay, and do as I do, or elſe Cut his Throat 3 as well as 
if I ſhould fall out with one, becauſe his SL i3pe, Stature 
and Features are not altogether like mine :. We know in 
the Primitive Church, they ſometimes had different Rites 
and Ceremonies; for which, no Violence or Compulli- 
on was offer'd by one to another ; the Church muſt not 
force or impoſe a Neceſſity 3 the Officers of it in indif- 
ferent things have no ſuch right 3 but to guide and dire& 

2:Pet, 5- 2— not. by conſtraint. but willingly, {aith Peter in another 
ſenſe. 

As about indifferent things there is danger of Super- 
ſtition, ſo a liberty to do, or. not to do, onght to be al- 
lowed; or elſe that Liberty is taken away when the Ob- 
ſervation is impoſed by any humane Power : This ob- 


liges the Body, and the Body goes not alone ; fo the 

Mind not being content with what the Body goes about, 
Conſcience js not at reſt. Hence ariſe Scruples, which 

y become endleſs 3. ſuch are eating ſore kind of Meats, 
lol. 2. 16, keeping of an Holiday 5 which is our firſt queſtion, wing 


Rom. 14. 6, #1 the Church ſome ſorts of Habits : He that regards a day, 
doth, or ought to keep it to the. Lord. Yetin things in+ 
different, we muſt have regard to our Brethren z, and have 
_ ., a Care that no Mar put a ſtumbling block, or occaſion to fall 
+37 in his Brothers way - If this had been well thought upon, 
ſo many ſtumbling- blocks and ſnares in [ndifferent Things 

had not been laid in the way of others, . the more be- 

cauſe the Apoſtle faith in the ſame Chapter, and laſt 

Verſe, Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin; if any one doth 

fuch things, and is not fully perſuaded, than he doubts, 


x Cor. 10.24. 
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ſo he is damn'd. Theſe very things are of a greater Con- 
ſequence than ſome imagine; for when once the Conſci- 
ence 1s fallen into the Snare, {he enters into a Labyrinth, 
whence the coming out is very difficult, as I could in- 
ſtance in ſome things 3 new doubts, ſcruples and difficul- 
ties at the Heels one of another : Upon Trifles, ſome- 
times great debates ariſe, Whether or not God will have 
us to uſe this or that ? the Conſcience becomes uneafie 
under the Yoke, and growing reſtle(s, it runs ſometimes 
into Confuſion or Deſpair z ſo that in few words, this is 
without neceſſity, and out of wilfulneſs and uncharita- 
bleneſs, to lay the ſtumbling-block before weak and ten- 
der Conſciences: God ſometimes ſuffering the Devil 
with his ſuggeſtions to ſtep in, and their Natural Cor- 
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ruptions to workz our Saviour pronounceth a Wo to Luke 17. r. 


thoſe who do ſo. This may be ſaid of Ceremonies in 
general; for if St. Peter calls thoſe which had been in- 
ſtituted by Gods own Command and Appointment, 4 


Toke which neither our Fathers nor we were able to bear; and Ad 15. 10, 


that impoſing it upon the Neck of the Diſciples was tempting 
of God, in a time when the Chriſtian Church was but 
newly Born; and that the Jews thereto uſed, were to 
be Converted : It ſeems, it had raiſed difficulties to their 
Converſion, and not been proper to change all at once, 
but by degrees, what ſhall we ſay now who live ſo long 
after, under the Goſpel, a Covenant of Liberty, after 
the Light of it hath (ſo clearly ſhined, and we have de- 
clared againſt, and left off-ſeveral of them, to ſee any 
Ceremonies impoſed upon us, though never ſo few; for 
that is impoſed, which is enjoyned by Civil or Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Laws, under Penalties 3 which yet we all agree, do 
not per ſe, and in their Nature bind Conſcience : Here- 
by many Pious and Learned Men are kept out, and the 
Church deprived of their Labours, the Hearts and Pray- 
ers of God's People —— in the bottom, upon 
2 


no 


2 Cor. $.17- 


Gal 2+ 44, 
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no other ground than fic Volo fic Fnbeo, ſuch is our plea- 
fare : At firſt God winked at ſuck things, bat.now thoſe 
old things are, or ought to be done away. 

Amongſt the Reaſons we have in Print: before the 
Common Prayer Book about Ceremonies; why forme 
are aboliſhed, and others not ?-this is given for one, the 
Goſpel of Chrift is not' a Coremonial Law. What is ſaid 
there of many, we here ſay of any ; fo that as 'tis con- 
feſſed, there ought not to-be many, we ſay, there onght 
not to be any 3: we know fome ot our firſt Reformers 
were againſt them 3 and if thoſe that were for them had 
known the ill Conſequences of Impofing thoſe Ceremo- 
nies,. they. had not wanted Charity or Moderation, as 
too many have of. late z the Diſpate is not about the 
Number, but about the Nature of them, even-as we fee 
in our Civil Government : Is it-not true, that one who 
would go about fo raiſe a Penny without A& of Parlia- 
ment, is as much a breaker of the Law, as if he went 
about to raiſe a Pound ? So is he guilty of encroaching 

on Chriſtian Liberty, who impotes.ene Ceremony, as 
if he impoſed an. hundred ; for as he may not impoſe 
many, ſo tie may not impoſe any: And ſuppoſe the things 
impoſed were lawful, ( which is not granted) yetevery 
Chriſtian muſt have reſpe&t, whether the things he uſeth 
or doth, be profitable, and will do him good; as well 
as to that, whether or not it be lawfal 2 Thongh Paw 
had Circumciſed Timothy, yet feeing an abuſe crept in, 
he would not Circumeiſe Tz##5, and giveth a good rea- 
ſon for it, Becauſe of falſe Brethren nnawares brought in to 


ſpie out our Liberty which we have in Chriſt Jeſus, that they 


might bring ## into Bondage. So that this very Ceremony 
and Sacrament of the Law Circamcifion he look'd' upon 
26a Bondage. 


Stand. 


Thirtteth of January, and Twenty ninth of May, 


Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith =—_ hath Gal. 5. 1,13. 
0 


wade us free, and be not entangled again with the Toke of 
Bondage. Tis by way of Conſequence he infers out of 
what he ſaid in the foregoing Chapter, which is expreſl- 
ed by the Word therefore ; this he ſtrengthens with a 
Reaſon in the 13th Verſe 5 for Brethren ye have been call- 
ed unto liberty,only nſe not liberty fer an occaſion to the Fleſh ; 
for a Cloak to Licentiouſneſs. Our Chriſtian Libert 
we are to defend againſt thofe who lay Snares for it ; p4 
we muſt not part with it, eſpecially when doing it con- 
firms People in their Superſtition and Frror : Men in 
Aathority may nos Command but what is good, nor 
forbid but that which is Evil 5 and what is indifferent 
may not abſolutely, and for ever be commanded or 
forbidden, only as much .it draws towards Good or 
Evil. 

Among the feveral places of Scripture wherein St. Paw! 
gives a Caution about our Chriſtiati Liberty, not to be 
impoted upon by others, none is more conſpicuous than 
the Epiſtle to the Coloſſzans, he warneth us to take heed 
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left any Man ſpoil #s through Philoſophy and vain deceit, Colo#2.8,16 


the Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the —— 


World, and not after Chriſt > What theſe vain Deceits, 
Traditions of Men, Rudiments of the World, are, he 
faith; Verſe 16. Meat or Drink, reſpet# of an Holiday, or 
of the New Moon in a voluntary Humility, Worſhipping of 
Angels, &c. Wherefore, if we be dead with Chriſt (as we 
are) from the Rudiments of the World, why though living 
in the World, are ye ſubjet to Ordinances, touch not, handle 
not, taſte not 3 which are all to periſh with the ſing, aſter 
the Dottrines of Men, &c. After this clear Truth, ris to 
be admired how the following expreſſions can drop 


from any Mans Pen. No Ceremony, no Religion. It muſt Sine Ceremonis, jf > 
be a meer ſhadow: of Religion, whereof Ceremonies are | 


Soul and Life, and the Quinteſcence of it. This is an 
Acct- 


atum eft ae 
Religins. 


2 Cor. 8. 10. 
& Chap. 1. 24+ 
& 13. 10. 
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Accident not a Snbſtance, a Name not a Power of 
Religion: Would to God there were not ſo many 
amongſt us of that Religion, who ot#he to know 
better 5 then we could hope things would go better 
than they do. 

Was there not Superſtition from the beginning of 
Chriſtian Religion? Would not ſome have had the 
Ceremonies of Moſes Law, concerning Meats, keeping 
of days, &c. even of Circumciſion, to be continued, as 
appeareth AFs 15. St. Pax! was taken up about redti- 
fying thoſe Abuſes, as we fee in his Epiſtle to the 

alatians, Coloſſians, and elſewhere. Thoſe that are 
for our Ceremonies, do or muſt own, how they 
who were for keeping -up the Popiſh Ceremonies re- 
maining among us were in the wrong : To ſay, be- 
cauſe Ceremonies are fetled by Law, they may not 
be removed or altered, is to afford Papiſts an Argu- 
ment to hinder a Reformation amongſt them. And by 
the ſame reaſon they might have ſtopd the Work of 
Reformation when it began: The Authority God hath 
given the Church, is not for Deſtruction but for Edifi- 
cation, 'tis abuſed when otherwiſe. St. Paul! had as 
much Authority as our Eccleſiaſtical Law-givers, he 
faith, For though I ſhould boaſt ſomewhat more of our Autho- 
rity, which the Lord hath given #s for Edification, and 
nt for your DeſtruJion, 7 ſhould not be aſhamed. And 
he plainly declareth, Nor for that we have Dominion 
over your Faith, but are helpers of your Joy. Now to go 
about to force People under Penalties to fay as they 
ſay, 'todo as they do, and to believe as they believe, 
that the Ceremonies are Good, which we look upon to 
be Unlawful 3 Is not this to pretend to have Dominion 
over our Faith? The ſame Apoſtle faith , to give 
Offences, and lay a Stumbling-block before them that 
are weak, (ſuch let them account us to be) is to Sin 

f againſt 
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againſt the Brethren : But faith he, When ye ſin ſo againſ} 1 Cor. 8. 12. ”h 
the Brethren , and wound their weak Conſcience, ye ſin 

againſt Chriſt, And ſuppoſe ſuch things as are impoled 

were lawfal, yet all things that are ſo are not expedient';, 

he. looks to the edifying, he will not uſe things Jawful : Cor. ro. 23, 
to him, becauſe they edifie not : And in the ule of ſuch 29: 
things, he will have Men not to do any thing to offend, 

yet to follow the DiQates of ones Conſcience : Conſcience 

1 ſay not their own, but of the others 5 for why is my liberty 

judged by anothers Conſcience: Men mult not preſume to 

deſtroy Chriſtian Liberty, And where the Spirit of the » Cor. 3. 17. 
Lord 3s, there is Liberty. As St. Paul would not make 

uſe of Authority, ſo neither would St. Peter, Chriſt 

had certainly given him Authority too 5 but he doth 

not impoſe any thing upon, or command others, but 


only exhorteth, The Elders which are amongſt you I ex- i Pe. ;. c. 

hort, who am alſo an Elder, to pronounce Anathema and | 
Curſes upon thoſe who will not believe and do fo, and 3 
ſo, is a Character of Antichriſt which ought not to be bY: 


imitated : Though heretofore Poor Diſſenters were not 
Curſed, but with ſeveral Penalties Plagued. Indeed 
Miniſters being deprived of the Exerciſe of their Paſto- 2 
ral Office, and the People of the Fruit and Benefit of KF 
their Laboursz. inſtead of Keeping up Authority, or 
ſtretching it as they do, and ſtand too mach upon: it, 1 
with Paz! they ſhould be chiefly for edifying, which: Ti 
he ſo much preſleth in Rome. 14. 19+ and I Cor. 14: 12. | 
Though they. ſhould not ſtrike at Religion, or take 
away Chriſtian Liberty, yet at laſt it might prove 4: 
Snare (which St. Paxl avoids to caſt upon the Corin- 
thians), to the Weak and Ignorant, who form ſuch 
Notions in their Heads as may happen to degenerate 
into Idolatry and Superſtition : Wherefore let us caft 
off. theſe Dregs of Popery, theſe Relicks of Superſtition, 


and: 
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Deur. 12.32. 


 Exod.20, 6,6. 
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"and tend to a Perfe&tion, ſtudy after Soundneſs and 


Purity in Dodrine, Simplicity in Worſhip, and Holineſs 
of Life and Converſationz of which laſt we have ex- 


eellent Rules, 2Cor. 7. 1. Epheſ. 5+ 3,4, 5. Colofſ. 3.8,9. 


and Chap. 4. 6. take the pains to read the words, and 
you will tind moſt of the Epidemical Sins of the Times. 
And though there be a great Difference of what now 
wants Reformation, to what it was when we Reformed 
from Popery, it will be found there is ſtill great need 
of it : At that time the great Mountains of Errors in 
Doedrine were thrown down ; let us now level the Hills 
that remained, in Worſhip; or are grown again, orcome 
in ſince, in Doctrine. 

No Man is to be blamed to deſire to ſee a Warrant in 
the Word for whatſoever he doth as a Worſhip of God, 
or for being afraid to do that which he can ſee no War- 
rant forin the Word of God; in nothing are we fo pre- 
ciſely tyed to the Dire&ion of Gods Word, as in the 
Matter of his Worſhip : The charge that is given us, 
What things ſoever 1 command you, obſerve to do it ; thou 
ſhalt not add thereunto, nor diminiſh fromit. That is, nei- 
ther more nor leſs than I commanded you z that charge 
I ay, concerneth chiefly the Matters of God's Worſhip, 
and how highly this pleaſeth God, when we do nothing 
:to Worſhip him by, but that only he hath given us Di- 
-recions for in his Word, is evident by reaſon of the 
Second Commandment, where the Lord calls them that 
will obſerve that Commandment, and worſhip hjxz only 
according to his own DireQtions, and not after tha, Will 
and Inventions of Men, which is indeed the wholgFequi- 
red in that Precept he calls them that lovethirr, and pro- 
miſeth to ſhew wercy unto them, even unto the thouſand 
generation. And on the other-ſide, he calls he Tranſ- 

efſors of that Commandment, ſuch as dote on Wil 

orſhip, and on that Service done unto him according 
tO 
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to the Inventions of Men 3 he calls them Sch as hate hine, 
and threatens fs vi/# that-Sin of the Fatherupon the Chil. 
dren to the third and fourth Generations. 

Ll know 'tis uſual with ſome, to Traduce and Afperſe 
thoſe who upon this account make Conſcience of their 
Ways 3 on this manner, 'Tis true, ſay they, every man 
makes Conſcience of the Thing he thinks to be amiſs : 
But this is their Hypocriſie, that they make more fins 
than God hath made, they muſt be fo Preciſe and Scru- 
pulous in Things Indifferent and Lawful, in ſach Things 
as Godlier and Wiſer Men than they, make no Scruple 
at all : This Judging and Condemning by their Example 
the Practice of other Men, 1s the Thing that proves 
them to be Hypocrites, and makes them odious to all 
Men. 

To this I have theſe things to anſwer: Firſt, The 
things they are ſo ſcrupulous in, and which they dare 
not to do, may, in their Nature, not be Indifferent bur 
Sinful, and well known unto them to be ſoz though 
both thy ſelf and others, no whit inferior to them, but 
far beyond them in Knowledge and Grace, do think 
otherwiſe of them : There may be difference in Judg- 
ment, even between Godly and Good Men; and one 
may ſee that to be a Sin, which another as good as he 
cannot be perſwaded to be ſo: St. Paxl, and thoſe that 


joyned with him, knew it was an unlawful and finful Gal. . 12, tz 


thing, to withdraw and ſeparate themſelves from eating 
and converſing with the Believing Geztiles in the Pre- 
ſence of the Jews, for fear of offending them 3 though 
neither Peter nor Barnabas (Men no whit inferior to them 
in Grace and Knowledge) could diſcern it to be fo: 
Chriſtians muſt not Judge nor Condemn one another 
to be Hypocrites, for their difference in Judgment in 


thoſe ſmaller matters; Who art thou, faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. 4- 


that judgeſt another Man's Servant ; to his own Maſter he 
| G ftandeth 
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ftandeth or falleth. Secondly, It may well be, that ſome, 
even good Men, are (through want of Knowledge, and 
weakneſs of Judgment) Righteous over-much, and 
make ſcruple of thoſe things which no Law of God 
bindeth them to make ſcruple of 5 elſe Solomon would 
never have ſaid, be not Righteous over-much, neither make 
thy ſelf over-wiſe: Such _an one was he of whom the 
Apoſtle ſpoke, Another that is weak eats Herbs : As if he 
ſhould fay, it was his Ignorance and Weakneſs of Judg- 
ment that made him fo ſcrupulous and fearful to eat 
any thing, which by the Ceremonial Law (now abro- 
gated) had been forbidden. But no Man muſt be de- 
ſpiſed or judged to be an Hypocrite becauſe of this, for 
that's direaly againſt the Apoſtle's Rule, Let rot him 
that cateth deſpiſe him that eateth not. Thirdly, There 
is no juſt cauſe, why we ſhould judge or think the worſe 
one of another, either for uſing or not uſing our Liberty 
in this caſe 3 becauſe the thing that is in its own Nature 
Lawful, and alſo lawfully uſed by one Man, it may be 
in another Man a damnable Sin to do it 5 and that upon 
theſe two Grounds: Firſt, Becauſe one is perſwaded of 
the Lawfulnefs of it, which the other is not, but doubteth 
it to be a Sin, 1 know and an perſwaded by the Lord Jeſs, 
ſaith St. Paul, that there is nothing unclean of it ſelf; but 
to him that eſteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is 
unclean. What? will you fay, can the Opinion of one 
Man make any thing Clean or Unclean, Lawful or Un- 
lawful ? No not in its own Nature, but to himſelf it may; 
for a Man to do a thing that he doubts to be Unlawtal, 
is a damnable thing, He that donbteth, faith the Apoſtle, 
is damned if he eat, becauje he eateth not of Faith: For 
whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. The Conſcience of 
Man, though it be deceived and Erroneous, yet hath a 
binding Power, and it is a matter of great Danger for 
3ny one to go againſt itz all Men muſt ek to inform 

their 


Thartieth of January and Twenty ninth of May. 43 
their Conſcience aright by the Word of God, which is 
the only true Rule to guide our Conſcience by, Let 
every Man be fully perſwaded in his own mind. But Roms 14 5. 
though it be a Sin for a Man, not to ſeek to have his 
Conſcience rightly informed by the Word of God ; yet 
in him *tis a double Sin to do any thing againſt his Con- 
ſcience. If, therefore, thou ſeeſt a Man who is other- 
wiſe Conſcionable in all his ways, fearful to do that 
which thou knoweſt, and art fully perſwaded he may 
lawfully and ought todo; pity him, inform him, in- 
ſtruct him, and with Arguments, and in a meek way, 
labour to bring him out of his Errors z but Scorn, Hurt, 
and Condemn him not. The Second Ground is, The 
one is able to uſe and do lawfully the thing he knows 
to be lawful, and take no hurt by it: The other, 
*though he knows the thing to be lawful, thorough his 
weaknels, findeth he is not able to uſe it, but ſhall re- 
ceive hurt by it 3 A/! things, ſaith St. Panl, are lawful for * Cor. 6. 12, 
me, but I will not be brought under the Power of any. And 
certainly this is the thing that reſtraineth many a good 
Man from the uſe of ſeveral Recreations, which he doth 
not doubt to be lawful in themſelves 3 becauſe he finds 
his own Weakneſs to be ſuch, as he cannot uſe them 
without receiving much hurt thereby: And this ſhould 
reſtrain many more from them, it they bad care of their 
own Souls as they ought to have. 
This Tenderneſs of Conſcience, which ſome ſort of 
People want, they condemn it in thoſe who have it, 
and call it Trifles, Peeviſhneſs and Niceties 3 bur if they 
be grounded in the World, they are Truths of God, 
though ſome Truths be comparatively greater than 
others, as our Saviour faith; vet is not any one Truth 
of God to be accounted (mall, of little or no Moment, 
even of thoſe Points of the !.. y which he calls but FE 
Grats in compariſon of oth*;s, Our Saviour faith , Matt. 23. 24 t\ 
G 2 Theſe j 
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Mart. 23-23. Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone : They are all great things that God hath writ- 
ten and revealed in his Holy Word ; all the Truths 
uttered by the Apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, are 
AAs 2. 111 called thegreat Things, or the Wozderful Works of God 3 
yea, the leaſt Truth of God, that he hath revealed in 
his Holy Word, is to be eſteemed of greater Moment 
than Heaven and Earth ; It js eaſter for _. and Earth 
to paſs, than that one tittle of the Law ſhould fail. *Tis 
every ones Duty to ſeek after the Truth, and to ſtick 
to,” and not depart from it when *tis found : He who 
Pſal. 119,18. like David, doth wot hate every falſe way, every Error 
in Matters of Religion, Errors about the ſmalleſt as 
well as the greateſt thing, and doth not value that 
which God hath taught in his Word, he hath not that 

Eſteem of God's Word as he ought to have. 
As a Man can make himſelf Abominable to God with 
the leaſt Sin, ſach as eating the leaſt forbidden thing , 
Levit. 11.43- as 4 creeping thing, as it was under the Law ; ſo a Man 
doth by willingly receiving the leaſt Error, or willingly 
forſaking the leaſt known Truth : See how earneſt 
the Apoſtle is, in diſſwading from receiving an Error , 
which of all Errors they could receive, ſeemed the leaſt 
2 Theſf. 2, 1, Dangerous, as about the day of Chriſt's being at hand : 
_ To receive any thing as Divine Truth which God hath 
not taught us, thoygh it carries never ſo good a ſhew 
of Piety and Devotion , is- certainly a very dangerous 
thing , elſe the Apoſtle would :not have been in this 
caſe ſo earneſt as he is, in- that inſtanced already out 
of the ſecond of Galatians, about eating and drinking 
with Gentiles, we ſee how ſteady is St. Paxl, that he 
would give no place by ſubjeftion, no not for an hour, Ver.5. 
It ſome Politicians had then been to confer with him, 
they would have ſaid, alas Pax! why art thou fo Obſti- 
1 Cor. 7. 19, nate and Peeviſh in ſuch a Trifle, Circumciſcon is ob; 
and . 


Luke 16. 17+ 
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and uncircumciſion is nothing, as thou haſt taught. But he 
gives this reaſon why he was ſo reſolute in oppoſing an 
Error of that Nature, That the Truth of the Goſpel might 
continue with you. 

Theſe things being thus made out, is it not a fad 
thing? That we have amongſt us, Men that were, and 
now if they could, would as much as ever, be preſling 
for the Execntion of thoſe Laws,whereby they may trou- 


ble any of their Brethren: And as David faith, They pgy, ,,.-o. 


deviſe deceitful matters againſt them that are quiet in the 
Land : They are glad when they have the leaſt colour 
of Law to juſtifie any of their unwarrantable PraQtices 
againſt thoſe who diſſent from them 3 but they do not 
regard good Laws for the Glory of God, as thoſe we 
have for the due Obſervation of the Sabbath, and 
againſt Swearing, Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs, &c. 
theſe they look upon as not worth being taken notice 
of by them: That ſort of Men, far from advifing and 
promoting a neceſiary Reformation of Abuſes in Reli- 
gion, according to the Word of God (the only Rule 
for ſuch things) though *twas their Daty 3 they hindred 
and oppoſed it, and perſecuted them that were for it, 
{landering them with the names of Fanaticks, Schiſma- 
ticks, Obſtinate, Faftious: And not fatisfied with this, 
meerly for Non-conformity, which is properly upon the 
account of Conſcience and Religion, they deprived 
Miniſters not only of the publick Exerciſe of their Office, 
but alſo of doing it in private, as in the Capacity of 
Chaplains, School-maſters, Tutors 3 and when they met 
in private to ſerve God, though they prayed for the 
Government, they were Fined , turned into Priſon , 
where ſome died ; and many more things of that nature 
were acted, whilſt Papiſts, our common Enemies, who by 
theſe means were ſince in a fair way to have ruined usall, 
enjoyed Peace,and might hear Maſs without Diſturbance, 


except ſome times for a ſhew. I am-. 
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I am not ſo much out of Charity with all thoſe who 


'had an hand in the Perſecution at that time carried on, 


as to believe, but that ſome were not ſo ated by an 
inconſiderate Zeal, but that they knew better than 
they ſeemed to do; it did not conliſt with the Lights 
they had, to approve of every thing they did or ſaw 
done ; the former Principles of ſome of them were too 
much contrary to their then preſent Practices, but that 
ſometimes they muſt needs have had Checks of Con- 
ſcience: And ngw there are ſome alive, who once were 
againſt offering Violence about Matters of Ceremonies, 
who if God had not by an A& of Indulgence and 
Liberty provided againſt it, now they-are upon the 
Stage of another ſide, would be as forward as moſt to 
renew and proſecute former Courſes : So far doth In- 
tereſt ſway with ſome Men, when over-ruPd by it, 
they know better than what they do, or would do: 
What elſe is this, than to ſpeak in St. Paxl's words, To 
hold the Truth of God in QOnrighteouſneſs. 

All ſuch perſecuting Men I may compare to ſome, 
who, being upon a Journy, inſtead of mending and 
going on their way, fall out with, beat and abuſe their 
Fellow-travellers in words and deeds: And though I 
love not to renew the Memory of theſe ſad Diviſions 
and Miſcarriages, yet they cannot ſo ſoon be out of 
mind : We meet from Brethren with the like Uſage as 
the Children of Iſrael did from Pharoah, Te are idle, ye 
are idle, therefore ye ſay, let us go and do Sacrifice to 
the Lord: Ye talk ot Reformation, go and Conform, 
not to the Goſpel, but to the Canon and Ceremonies 
of the Church as by Law eſtabliſhed : How have they 
who ſpoke for it been traduced as Innovators, Diſtur- 
bers of, and Enemies to Church and State : Such was 
the Lot of the firſt Reformers from Popery 3 there hath 
been and there (till are thoſe who hate the very name 
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of Reformation; it hath commonly been the Cuſtom 
of the Enemies of God's People, to pick out a ground 
of Quarre), and to engage the Superior Powers againſt 
them ; the occaſion is, either Religion, or State, or both. 
The Prophet Elijah is by Ahab called he that troubleth ' Nings 18.17. 
Iſrael, and his Enemy 3 Hath thou found me O mine Chap. 21. 26, 

nemy, that is, to Kings : In the cafe of Daniel, Weyp, $. 
ſhall find no occaſion againſt this Daniel, cxcept we find it © 
againſt him concerning the Law of his God, ſaid the Princes 
of Media : And then eauſed the King to make this 
Decree mentioned in the place. Thus ſometimes Mz/c Flal 94. 29 
chief is framed by a Law : Wicked M:n and Perſecutors, 
do proſecute their Deſigns under Notions different from 
the Trath : Thus the Jews not only called our Bleſſed 
Saviour a Friend to Sinners, a Samaritan who had a 
Devil, but alſo accuſed him before Plate, of having by Luke 23 > 
them been found a Fellow perverting the Nation, forbidding 
to give Tribute to Ceſar, and calling himſelf a King. And 
he was Crucified not as the Son of God, but as an 
Enemy to Ceſar, and as a MalefaFor 3 St. Paul was per- John 17. 2« 
ſecuted not as a Man who had lived in all good Con Atts 23. 1. 
ſcience before God until the day he was brought before the 
Conncil;, and not as touching the Righteouſneſs which js Phil. 3.6. 
in the Law, blameleſs, but as one who taught all men every AR: 21. 23 
where againit# the people, againit the Law, and the Tem- 
ple 3 and as a peſtilent Fellow, a mover of Sedition among ſt 4 
all the Jews throughout the World; one who had pro- ag,,, .; 
phaned the Temple: An odions Charge indeed, but talfe 1. 
as that of Herefie which he clears him(elt from. 

Such falſe Aſperitons and evil — ſhould be left 
for the Father of Lyes, the Slanderer, and for his Chil- 
dren : But let thoſe who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, 
ſtucy to beſuch inde:d, and put on Bowels of Charity, 
laying afide all Malice, Anger, Diviſions, which ſo much 


diſcredit our Holy Religion, and give our Adverſaries 
very 41% 


y 
4 


Rom. 6, 21s, 


Ul 


Some Obſervations-upon the Keeping the 
very great Advantage. .In God's Name, and for the 
ſake of the Lord Jeſus, let all former Animoſities and 
Miſcarriages be forgotten and forgiven z and let Men 
put to themſelves this queſtion, What fruit had ye then 
in thoſe things, whereof ye are now, or ought to be, aſhamed ; 
and let all and every one in their Station joyn Hearts 
and Hands to carry on a thorongh Reformation where 
it is wanting 3 and therein let the Word of God be our 
Rule, nothing of Humane Invention, Willfulneſs, Paſſuon, 
Prejudice or Self-ends, in the carrying it on. 

To lay ſuch a Streſs upon their As by Law eftabliſhed, 
1s no great Commendation for a Church, and the Reli- 
gion it doth profeſs; 'tis not good to ſtand too much 
upon it, the Stamp of any Humane Law makes it never 


the better: Chriſtian Religion was not a jot the worſe 


for not being by Law eſtabliſhed in the Apoſtles time 3 
nor afterwards in the time of Perſecution under the 
Romax Emperors neither was the Heatheni(h Religion, 
or rather Idolatry, the better for being then by Law 
eſtabliſhed: Neither is the Proteſtant Religion the 
worſe, in thoſe Popiſh Countries, where it is not ſetled 


by Law; nor the Popiſh the better for being ſo ſetled. 


This Argument uſed here againſt Diſlenters, is the ſame 
as was by Papiſts at the beginning of Reformation, and 
by Jews againſt Primitive Chriſtians: *Tis not any 
Humane Authority that can make any Religion either 
better or worſez and Diſſenters may not be called 
Upſtarts or Innovators, for from the very beginning 
of Reformation, we found thoſe who wiſhed for a 
thorough Reforgggtion in Worſhip as well as Do@rine, 


according to theWurity of the Goſpel, whence they 
were called Paritansz and declared againſt retaining of 
thoſe Ceremonies, which ever ſince were the occaſion 
of Diſpute and Diviſion. I hope here we do not ſet 
vp for a Catholick lnfallible Church, and that the _ 
ure 
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Church as by Law eſtabliſhed, are not an equivalent to it 3 
ſuch a Dodrine is proper for a Church of Rome , but 
not any Reformed Church: We know this was the 
Exception againſt St. Paw!, This Fellow perſwadeth Men ASs 18, rz, 
to worſhip God contrary to the Law: . Yet the Apoſtle was 
in the right and they in the wrong, as well as thoſe 
others who called tim and S7/42s Diſturbers of the publick 
Peace, Thoſe who have turned the World upſide down come Ad 17. 6. 
hither alſo. 

Our Reformation at firſt was good, but in this World 
nothing ſo good, but it may admit of ſome additional 
degree of Goodneſs and Perte&tion; commonly the 
beſt things do not come all at once, but by degrees: As 
to our Reformation, we may ſay as Fehoſhaphat, He did , ,. ._ 
that which was right in the ſight of the Lord : Howbeit the 32, 33. 
high places were not taken away; for the People had not 
yet prepared their Hearts unto the God of their Fathers. 
Still ſomething was wanting which was (upplied by Fe- 
zekiah, for then the high places were thrown down. The 2 Chron. 31. r, 
like Brand was by the Spirit of God pat upon Jeho- 
ſhaphat's Father's Reign, King 4/a, who did many good 
thingsz and his Heart was perfe all his days, but the, ... 
high places were not taken away: We ought at laſt to 15, 17. 
throw them down, we are ſeriouſly and earneſtly ex- 
horted to remove that Idol of Jealouſte ſet up in the 
Houſe of God, I mean particularly bringing a Dead Man 
into the Church upon the Thirtieth of Jarnary : We 
know Michael the Arch- angel contended with the Devil Jude 9. 
about the body of Moſes, which he would have ſet up to 
be worſhipped, to have been an occaſion of Idolatry 
betore the People, which Men, eſpecially the Ignorant, 
are naturally inclined ro. We muſt Spiritualize things 
of Religion and of Worſhip 3 let that ſaying of St. Paxl 
be ſeriouſly conſidered and thought upon, Wherefore » Cor. 5. 16. 
henceforth know we no Man after the Fleſh, yea, though » 
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Some Obſervations wpon the Keeying the 
we have known Chriſt after the Fleſb, yet now henceforth 
know we him no more :, that is, in that manner after the 
Fleſh. 

Many of the Ceremonies impoſed upon the Jews , 
were, as we may ſay, a Puniſhment infliged upon them, 
for it was only after the Commiſſion of the Sin of the 
Golden Calf, that God laid upon them that heavy and 
troubleſom Yoke. To employ all their time thus, it 
ſeemeth not to have been at firſt God's Intention , 
to lay upon them fuch a number of Ceremonies; and 
the Diſputes that in the Apoſtles time did ariſe about 
them, were all about Jewiſh Ceremonies, which had 
been of Divine Inſtitution z but thoſe we contend 
2gainſt, have no-ſuch thing to plead for, they are all 
Humane Inventions, abominably abuſed by Papiſts , 
and ſome Heatheniſh Cuſtoms we ſtill retain amongſt 
us, Which were better left off than continued : As for 
us in General, we ought to purge that old Leven of 
unneceſſary Ceremonies, a Relick of Popery, which 
ſome of our ancient Reformers wiſhed had been laid 
afide, as appears by. Letters to Bullinger, ſtill to be ſeen 
at Zarick,, from Biſhop Jewe/ and others. But the 
Qyeen was, upon Suggeſtion, ſo bent upon retaining 
ſome, to draw Papiſts to our Churches, that it could 
not be effe&ed;- ſo that: it was but a mix'd Reforma- 
tion, part Evangelical in Do@tine, and in part Politick 
in Worſhip and Diſcipline. And that fame Policy 


. which was intended to bring Papiſts to us, hath been 
- very near drawing us-back. to Popery. So little pleaſed 


is God, that in Matters of Religion, and of his Service, 
we ſhould bring Rules and Meaſures of our Humane 
Wiſdom, or rather Fooliſhneſs: Yet ſeveral amongſt 
ns, the more the pity , are gone back fo far towards 
Popery, that they hate not only the thing, but the very 
name of Reformation, as I ſaid beforez and no tho- 


rough-- 
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jy vr Papiſt can ſpeak worſe of Luther, Zwin- 
lovin, 


gline, Martyr, Bucer, Beza , and others, than 
they do 3 though they were Eminent Inſtruments in the 
Hand of God, whoſe Labours he bleſſed, to bring us 
out of the Ignorance, Error , Darkneſs, Idolatry and 
Superſtition of Rowe. Nay, we ſhall have thoſe Pro- 
teſtants, or ſo called, and not few, who openly declare, 
they had rather joyn with Popery, than with any 
other Reformed Church beſides ours as by Law eſta- 
bliſhed. Bat certainly they who talk on at that rate , 
do not know what Popery is, and what other Reformed 
Churches are, or elſe all Religions are indifferent to 
them. Some of our Clergy have been heard to expreſs 
them(clves to be of that mind ; but 'tis no wonder they 
are ſo well inclined towards Rowe, for being ated by 
an ambitious and domineering Spirit, that Religion ſuits 
better withit, it tying People to an implicit Faith, and 
blind Obedience, gives them a fill and abſolute Power 
over the Souls and Conſciences of Men. But let them 
not be miſtaken, who not being content with a Mini- 
ſterial are aſpiring to a Magiſterial Power z God made 
the whole Man, and the whole Man he will have : Have 
a care not to uſurp upon God's Right : And to apply 
this to the Subje& in hand, as there is a two-fold Wor- 
ſhip of God, fo there is a double Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition committed agaioſt it, the one inward, when we 
forge in our Heads ftrange and corrupt Notions of Gad, 
fach as we would have him to be: The outward is, not 
only when we transfer the outward Worſhip upon the 
Creature, but alſo when we defile it with our Lyes and 
Inventions 3 both are evil, both are to be avoided and 
extirpated out of any place they are crept into: God 


SI 


complains Their fear towards me is taught by the Precepts of 'ſa. 29+ 13+ 
Men. And in vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Do- Mus. 15.9. 


Grines the Commandments fo Men. 
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Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 

We ſay we have given the Church of Rome a Bill of 
Divorce, and have broken all Communication with her, 
fince our Laws make it Treaſon to be reconciled to 
her : We ought then to leave off any thing that can 
lead us back that way; we know Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion we charge them with, and this'they are guilty of 
in their exorbitant Honours they grve to Creatures , 
eſpecially Dead Men, who are their Saints and Martyrs, 
at leaſt they make them ſo. And we, with making 
Saints and Martyrs, and appointing them Days and Ser- 
vice to be read, do not we go to them? At leaſt juſt 
upon their Borders: Let us not deceive our ſelves; *tis 
not enough to cut off the Bloſſoms, Fruits and Boughs, 
unleſs we alſo cut off the Roots, for they will bad and 
grow again, and the ſooner done the better. [f: our 
Reformation had been altogether according to the 
Rules of the Gofpel, and nothing of Humane Policy 
mix'd with it, it had Fone farther and laſted longer 3 
we would - not have ſeen new Impoſthumes of the old 
Stock breaking out z no Dignity or brightneſs of any 
Creature ought upon ſuch an occaſion to dazle onr 
Eyes: Herein no Kings, no Fathers, no Councils, no 
Biſhops muſt haye the Pre-eminence, that is, the Prero- 
gative of Holy Scriptures: The Word of God is the 
infallible Rule to go by, and good Kings, as Aſa, Jeho- 
ſhaphat, Hezekiab, Jeſtah, raiſed of God to reform, ever 
began their Reigns with Reformation of Abuſes in Reli- 
gion.. This was to anſwer the end wherefore .God had 
{ct them upon the Throne 3 and 'tis to be hoped Their 
preſent Majeſties will remember, in due time, by a Re- 
formation, to promote the Honour and Serviee of the 
Great God, by whom Kings Reign, Who pulleth down 
one and ſeti:th up another. Many a good Soul hathifor 
theſe ſeveral Years been wiſhing for it, for the Glory 
of God ,- the Good of his Church, Happineſs of the 
Nation; 
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Nation 3 and only according to the Rule of his Holy 
Word. Now to effe& it, all that Man can fay is in 
vain, except God be pleaſed to influence upon the 
Minds and Hearts of Men in Power to do it. Now, 
as he did upon the good Kings but newly mentioned, we 
hope our new worthy Prelates will lay it to Heart, and 
in their Station promote it. 

Let this longed tor Reformation be about Dodrine, 
where it needs in Worſhip and Practice 3 let it begin 
at the Houſe of God ; let us have good Examples out 


of it; Let his Prieſts be cloathed with Righteouſneſs ; Pfil. 132. 9+ 


let the Governours and all the People follow and re- 


form in Life and Converſation 3 and Let every one that » Tims 2. 19. 


rameth the Name of Chriſt depart from Iniquity. Aﬀer 
this there will be good ground to -hope for a good 
Succeſs in War; and we ſhall be a Nation in whom 
God will delight, when we are purged of our Droſs 3 
then there will be Peace and Plenty within, Honour 
and Safety round about, and God will humble our 
Enemics abroad. 

To bring this good Work to an happy End, Preju- 
dices about controverted Matters muſt be laid aſide , 
Stumbling-blocks removed, the Vail rent, the Partition- 
wall pulled 'down, that we may go all together into 
the Houſe of God, joyn in his Worſhip, and make but 
one Sheep-told. And let this be taken notice of, That 
amongit the Diſſenters from the Church, who own 
and have a Miniſtry by way of Office, who Adminiſter 
both Sacraments, and are for Order and Government 
in the Church, there is nothing whereby thoſe who 
are called Church-men may juſtly be offended : Bat 
in the Church by Law eſtabliſhed , there are ſeveral 
things which Diflenters think they have cauſe to ex- 
cept againſt. So that the Ground of Church-men diſ- 
liking Non-contormity is Negative, that is, They have 


not. 
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Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 
not and do not a& that which they would have them 
to do and have : But the Ground of Diſlſenters not 
liking Church-mens Pradtice is poſitive, that is, They 
do and have things which they think they ought noc 
to do nor to have. And this is the State of the queſtion 
between Proteſtants and Papiſts, for theſe do believe all 
we do believe, but we do not believe all what they 
believe. 

I ſhall not ſay much about the Matters in diſpute , 
ſo many things having already been faid and written 
about itz only ſhall in few words modeſtly lay down 
ſome reaſonable Grounds of an Agreement and Union. 
Firſt, As to the Common-Prayer-Book under two | 
Notions : aſt. As to the Matter of it: 2d. As to the 
Manner of pling it. As to the Matter, Out of it a good | 
Liturgy could be made, taking away many Super- | 
fluous Repetitions, and altering ſeveral Expreſſions , - 
Dubious, Dangerous, or otherwiſe liable to Juſt Ex- 
ceptions: There is ſome Gold, I mean Good things, 
but they muſt own there is alſo Droſs, which t 
to be purged. . What theſe things are, hath been ſaid 
and named at many and ſeveral times z though we 
have ſome amongſt us, who out of Ignorance or Obſti- 
nacy, take the Prayer-book to be of an equal Autho- 
rity with the Holy Biblez and that to read, and hear 
it read at the appointed times, is ſufficient Performance 
of Chriſtian Duty. Nay, * one of ſome Note hath 
written, That all the Wit of Angels and Men can find 
no Fault with it. A bold Aſſertion, too poſitive for 
any Humane Book. Several other things in that kind, 
which I omit, have been ſaid by others, not willing to 
preſs too far upon the Subjet 3 and I think there is 
enough ſaid by the by, upon the Matter of the Commons , 
Prayer-Book, only I add, That the Preference therein /; 
given to the Apocrypha, before ſome places of the 
Canonical 
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Canonical to be read when the others are to be left 
Out, is not at all to be approved: Several Exceptions 
are taken againſt the Order and Diſtribution of ſeveral 
parts of the Book, out of ſeveral lame and maimed 
parcels of Scriptures, as three or fonr Verſes of one 
Chapter, as many of another ; eſpecially in moſt places 
the leaving out that excellent and comfortable Clauſe 

{ of the Lords Prayer, For thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power and the Glory, which in us raiſes Hopes and Con- 
fidence -of being heard, and that God will give us 
what we ask him in the fix Petitions : Firſt, Becauſe he 
s our King: Now a King grants the Juſt Petitions of 
his Sabjets: Secondly, Becauſe he is able to pive 
what we ask, according to Chriſt's direction: And 
Thirdly, Becauſe what we ask i for his Glory, Then 


dividing the Matter of the Prayer-book. into Goſpels, 


Epiſtles, Colle&s or Prayers, is after the Pattern of 
Popiſh Miſſals and Rituals, and clear out of the way of 
Litargies of all Reformed Churches.. Secondly, Several 
| things are (aid againſt the Manner of uſing it, as in a 
certain Tone or Singing way (which is the Popiſh) of 
the very Prayers in- Cathedrals. Then as to the place, 
ſome at the middle of the Church, others by the Altar 


as if there was in the Church one place Holier than 


,g 
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the otherz or that God will hear us there better than 
here. Then as to the Poſture, ſometimes fitting, then 
ſtanding, as if the Epiſtle was not the Word of God, 
as much to be heard with a Reverence (it ſtandin 
be a more reverend Poſture than fitting) as the Goſpe 
being both. the Word of God: Nay, Goſpet is made 
different from Goſpel 3 for in the firſt Leflon, a whole 
Chapter being read, People fit, but at the fecond Leſion, 
when few Verſes of a Chapter of the Goſpel are read, 
then every one ſtands np: Herein is too- much of 
Formality, and I. could almoſt fay, too mimical for 
Chriſtian: 
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Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the 
Chriſtian Reformed Churches. Thus the Liturgy ought 
to be mended, ſo to be impoſed, as not to exclude Ex- 
temporary Prayers of Miniſters. 

As to the formal Ties, called Church Ceremonies , 
they ought wholly to be aboliſhed , as introducing 
Superſtition under the name of Decency, and being 
contrary to Chriſtian Liberty : Such is the uſe of Sur- 
pliſs, ſo abominably abuſed in the Church of Rome , 
where 'tis thought neceſſary, when they perform their 
Idolatrous Worſhip of the Maſs, at the very a& of 
Idolatryz and ſome amongſt us, have been fo Super- 
ſtitioully inclined, as to ſay Angels have appeared in 
it: But let them look how they can prove out of 
Scripture, that the * Angels Raiment as white as Snow 3 
| that the long white Garment; || and the ſhining Gar- 
ments of the two Men, were a Surplils. And to ſay as 
ſome do, that that colour is a Sign of Parity and Can- 
dor, which is of it to make a Sacrament. I would have 
thoſe who are ſo much for the Surpliſs, to remember, 
how fine Linen, as well as Purple and Scarlet, 1s reck- 
oned among the Merchandiſe of Zabylor, Rev. 18. 12. 
As to the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, it is an Addition 
to the Sacrament, None but he who hath right to | 
Inſtitute Sacraments, may make any Addition, Dimi- 7 
nution or Alteration thereunto, without Impiety , or | 
committing Sacrilege: And it were to have a mean 
Opinion of the Lord J:{us's Divine Wiſdom, to think 
he left with his Church an lmperte& Ordnance 1n the 
Inſtitution 3 and none may inſtitute Sacraments, but 
he that can beſtow the Graces thereby ſignified, 

Bowing towards the Altar, | For ſo ſome call [Improperly 
the Communion- Table, as the Miniſter (a Prieſt) is very 
unfit for Proteſtants and Reformed Chriſtians, when 
Papiſts, from whom 'tis derived, doit: Tis according 
to their Principle, they believe Tranſubſtantiation to ” 
made 


Thertieth of January, and Twenty ninth of May. 
made upon ſuch places, and therefore they give them 
ſac} Signs of Religious Worſhip: But 'tis very odd 
/ for us ſo to db, who do not believe one place in the 

Church to be Holier than the other : And what need, 
in Cathedrals, and ſome Chappels, of Candle-ſticks 
and unlighted Candles upon the Altars in the day-time. 
As for bowing at the Name of Jeſus , it is of the ſame 
Stamp: Sometimes God may happen to ſay to thoſe 
who are ſo fond of thoſe Will-worſhip Ceremonies z 


who hath required this at your hands: And to uphold Tkah r. 12. 


this Praftice, they muſt pull it over Head and Shoulders 
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out of the Text of the Epiſtle to the Philippians. I do 6 210 


not ſo much wonder, that Papiſts, who ſeldom make 
uſe of Scriptures, but to wreſt them, would make uſe 
of the place. But for Proteſtants: who pretend and 
ought to know better, I admire they would make uſe. 
of it: Itis plain the Text is not literally to be under- 
ſtood, or elſe Men ſhould bow at the Name of Je/# Son 
of Nu, or of the Son of Sirach, or of Jews called Juſtus 3 
then 'tis ſaid the Knee not the Head : Then there is no 


Knees in Heaven ,nor none that can bow under the Earth: 


'Tis there ſpoken of an Honour due to the Divinity, 
Perſon, Attributes and Works; eſpecially as he is 
our Redeemer and Saviour, which is ſignified by the 
name of Jeſws; and if we muſt kneel or bow when 
we hear that name, the like muſt be done when we 
ſee it written. The Apoſtle doth not mean the Letters 
of the name, but a moſt humble Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience, with a giving Praiſe and Glory to the Perſon and 
Commands of the Lord Jeſus. 

As to kneeling at the Sacrament : | know there muſt 
be a Poſture, that of the time of Inſtitution, or as near it 
as may be,*muſt be uſed ; ſeveral Proteſtant Churches 
have different Poſtures when they receive itz and a 
Care ought to be had of avoiding Superſtition, and 

keeping 
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Some Obſervatuns upon the Keeping the 
keeping as far as we can from Appearances of Idolatry. 
I confeſs, I would not for all the World, if ever beydnd 
Seas, where Papiſts are in a full Liberty, and where 


Proteſtants receive it not on their Knees; I fay 


would not, becauſe my Conſcience would not give 
me leave, receive it kneeling, which is a Poſture of 
Adoration, for fear' it were thought I partake of their 
Idolatry in worſhipping a piece of Bread for the true 
natural Body , now fitting at. the Right Hand of the 
Father, which thing I abhor more chan Death it felf. 
But here, though with a ſafe and even Conſcience I 
could receive it kneeling , yet may be another could 
not: Muſt my Will and PraQtice be the Rule of ano- 
ther Man's Will and PraQtice: Every one is bound to 
ſeek for the beſt Information: he can havez but when 
all- is done, every ones Conſcience muſt be the Jadge 
of what he doth in indifferent things, that is,, which 
are neithe. commanded nor forbidden in the Word of 
God : And the trueChriſtian Pradence is, to leave fach 
things at liberty, and adminiſter it'to thoſe ſitting or 
ſtanding, who make ſcruple to receive'it” kneeling 5 for 
'tis no Rule of Charity or Chriſtianity, for the ſake of 
Uniformity, to _—_ Uniry and the Bond-of Peace : 
And Miniſters ought to have a great care, notto become 
Inſtruments of Damnation to any ; for they who re- 
ceive kneeling, and doubting', as St. Pazl faith , are 
Damned. Sach Praftices muſt be left for the Wicked 
Communion of Rowe, which with Fears, Threatningy, 
Sword, Fire, and every violent way, forces People to 
do things contrary to their Conſcience 3 as of late'in an 
high degree it was praftifed in a Neighbouring Nation 3 
and for what they did they gave this reaſon, We know 
they maſt be Damned, and as good they ſhould be fo 
within our Chtrrch as out of it : Let them come in and 
believe what they pleaſe. 

Indeed 


Thietieth of January and Twenty ninth of May. 
Indeed a great Evil there is amongſt us, That the 
Poſture of receiving the Holy Sacrament, an Ordnance 
of God to Seal the Pardon of our Sins, and ſtrengthen 
our Faith, is made uſe of for a Trial of thoſe who are 
qualified for Worldly Employments, to turn it to Tem- 
poral Ends, is an unaccountable Prophanene(s of that 
Holy Inſtitution: And though without fach a by Conſfi- 
deration I could receive it kneeling, I declare if ſhould 
receive in that manner, upon the account of ſach a 
Frial; Econld not avoid believing T had eaten and'drank 
my Damnation. 
All forefaid Lets and Hindrances being laid aſide, and 
a Bleſſed Reformation of all Abuſes fet a-foot, and by, 
every one in their ſeveral Stations carried on, then upon 
good Grounds we might hope for Peace grounded upon 
Trath, and for an Happy Succefsz eſpecially if in our 
different Capacities we would propoſe to our ſelves the 
Glory of God, the Salvation Is, and the Good and 
Advantage of Church and Country: The good Laws 
we have to encourage Piety and Virtue, and to diſcoun- 
tenance and puniſh Ungodlineſs, Vice, and every unjuſt 
and ſinful PraQtiſe, being renewed, put in execution, and 
if any thing therein wanting, ſupplied with new ones, 
good Inſtructions, good- Examples, good- Rules: in Fa- 
milies, and Care taken by Parents and Maſters to ſee 
them well obſerved 3 this would take away Evil and 
Curſed things from amongſt us. The Prudence of 
Officers in Church and State ſhould remedy old Incon+- 
veniencies, and as much as *tis poſſible endeavour to 
prevent new ones: Amongſt the old ones I ſhall name 
a very palpable one, which concerns both Church and 
State, and hath been, and is every day, cauſe of Grie- 
vance and great Inconveniencies, and as much as any, 
Deſtru&ive of common Society, tis Clandeſtine Marriages, 
ſtealing and trappanning young People into Marriages, 
I 2 without 
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Some Obſervations upon the Keeping the, &C. 

without Advice or Conſent of Friends, which as yet the 
Wiſdom of our Law-givers hath found no effe&ua! 
Courſe to prevent, though daily Complaints have at 
ſeveral times put them upon conſulting about it. He 
who ſteals my Goods ſhall be Hang'd, and he who ſteals 
my Child ſhall go Free: And if once they be Married, 
according to the PraQtice of the Church, though by 
reaſon of young Age, and other Conſiderations, unable 
to bind themſelves with ſuch a Tie, What is in part or 
chiefly the cauſe of this, is the Abuſe of ſelling Bonds of 
Matrimony, the Diſhoneſty and Covetouſneſs of a Mini- 
ſter, to get ſome few Guinea's : And Privileged Places, 
by Law or Cuſtom, whereof there are too many in and 
about the City z there People are Married in Secret, 
let the Diſparity, Inconveniency, Tricks and Cheats be 
never ſo great, ſo viſible, or ſo many 3 which to prevent 
it, requires the Prudence, Study and Authority of both. 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Powers. 
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